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BEST.
ROUN,
EVER; -

Custom fit clubs play better; it’s just that simple.
If you get custom fit for new clubs and don’t play better, we'll
take them back for a full store credit. See store associate for details.

JCICk NICklO us |:.>;edicted his signature course in Southwest Michigan would ‘take the golf world by storm”

Three dramatic holes with sweeping Lake Michigan views, 11 holes bordering beautiful riverbanks and wetlands, and

4 holes through rolling hills and a hardwood forest. Add in Michigan’s best real estate opportunities and two
unique waterfront communities and you'll see why Harbor Shores is home fo the Senior PGA Championship
SN ~ presented by KitchenAid® in 2012 & 2014.
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Good for one free %P
F R E E custom fitting by a

trained Club Fitting
C U STO M Specialist at any of

C LU B F | TT| N G our locations.*

Get fit today at makeeveryswingcount.com

FOX VALLEY | DOWNERS GROVE | HIGHLAND PARK
LINCOLN PARK | SCHAUMBURG

Golfsmith

5 CHICAGO LOCATIONS

VALID THROUGH AUGUST 31

* Offer valid in store only with Smart Fit. One coupon per customer. Coupon must be
surrendered at time of fitting. Only original coupons accepted. No purchase necessary.
Void where prohibited. See store associate for custom fitting details.
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from Greg and Dave

he secret to increasing participation and enjoyment in golf came to

us from Shanty Creek Resort in northern Michigan. A simple adjust-

ment to the way we look at a round of golf may be the idea that sends our

industry back into the black. This season, Shanty Creek’s Schuss Mountain

course began a permanent program that utilizes an 8-inch cup, in addition

to its traditional 4%-inch cup, on every green. This initiative is part of the

“Golf 2.0” campaign that Jack Nicklaus has been urging members of the

PGA to adopt to restore fun, particularly for women and junior players, to

the game.

The 8-inch cups appear to be the size of dinner plates and are posi-

tioned toward the back of each green. After Creg and his 8-year-old son

Ben played just a few holes, both began a memorable round that will not

Maxwell: Keeper of the Karts ™ 5"~

be forgotten. The
usual problem for
kids is that they
reach the green
and proceed to
four-, five-, or
even six-putt. For
many beginners,
the fun stops there.
With the dinner
plate-sized cups at
Shanty Creek, par
became a real-

ity for Ben, which
happened on the

fifth hole. Sure, they adjusted Ben's tees to executive length, but to reach

a green in regulation and hit the bottom of the over-sized cup in just four

strokes was pure joy for the youngster.

We challenge our Chicagoland courses to follow Shanty Creek’s lead

and take our favorite game to kids and beginners. Are you listening golf

course decision-makers? Our pledge to leaders that install 8-inch cups on

their courses is this: GOLFChicago Magazine will: 1) include your initiative

in our Sweet Home Chicago department; 2) send the news to our facebook.

com fans, and 3) create a new tab on our website celebrating courses that

grow the game with 8-inch cups. All you need to do is dig out the kid-

friendly cups and then send us a note announcing your commitment to

making golf more fun for the next generation of avid golfers. Deal?

GLENMORANGIE

BIMNGLE MALT SCOTCH WHIEEY

Unnecessarily
Well Made

You don't get to be Scotland's
favorite single malt
by being ‘quite’ well made.

www.glenmorangie.com

Please Drink Responsibly.
Glenmorangie Single Malt Scotch Whisky, 43% Alc./Vol., ©2011 Mot Hennessy USA, Inc,, New York, New York.
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Cape

Cool

The influence

of the Eastern
shore and the
classic fashion
seen around
Martha's
Vineyard and
Nantucket
highlight

Tommy

Hilfiger's 2012
golf apparel. The
Cape Cod collection captures the seaboard
style of the Kennedys on holiday. Hilfiger's
refro perspective is a fresh addition to any
golfer's wardrobe; moreover, the Cape Cod
collection is timeless and projects an air of
taste and refinement on and off the course.
www.tommyhilfiger.com
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to you by Golfsmith

Let it Rain, Please
Nike Golf's new Storm-FIT Packable Rain
Suit is perfect for the golfer who does
not want to make a huge investment
in weather protection, but demands
performance gear that will keep him
swinging in the rain.

The Storm-FIT suit repels wind, rain,
and even snow. The lightweight
performance fabric with sealed seams
is soft fo the fouch and designed for
comfort. Perhaps the greatest features
are that it packs easily in your golf bag
and is machine washable. You do not
need to spend $300 to $500 fo play
under harsh elements; the Storm-FIT
Packable Rain Suit has all the protection
for a fraction of the price.
$130 www.nikegolf.com

Serenity

Now
Ping's new
Serene driver is
a game-improving
big stick for the
ladies. Offered in lofts
of 10.5° 12° and 14° with

two ulfrarlight shaft options (42- and
49-grams), serenity on the tee box is
just a swing away. At 45, the Serene is
longer than standard drivers by 2 inch;
however, the high-balance-point shaft
allows players to maintain control while
the longer shaft increases distance. The
key is that the club’s overall weight is not
compromised with the added length.
Add a wide profile 460cc head to these
elements and the Serene driver should
deliver fasfer ball speeds, longer fee
shots, and more forgiveness to the fairest
on the fairways.

$310  www.ping.com

Mark of a Warrior
Since 2007, Labor Day weekend has been our sports annual Patriot Golf
Day. These events are the flagship fundraisers for the Folds of Honor
Foundation, a non-profit organization that provides post-secondary
educational scholarships for the children and spouses of military men and
women killed or disabled while serving in the United States Armed Forces.

Pinnacle, one of the founding members of Patriot Golf Day, is releasing a
limited edition Folds Of Honor Commemorative Coin, which pays tribute to
the U.S. Military tradition of carrying a unique coin. Golfers who purchase a

specially marked Pinnacle Gold 15-ball pack will receive

the Folds of Honor Commemorative Coin included
inside the packaging. For information on the Folds
of Honor Foundation and Patriot Golf Day, visit
www.foldsofhonor.org.

$20 www.pinnaclegolf.com
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Get Yer Motor Runnin’

Whether you are a RUB with a case of farkle-itis, or you are a dyed
in the wool rider, taking your Hog to the course with clubs in fow
— is way cool. The Go-Go Caddy lefs you keep your hair in the air
while you ride to the course. The Go-Go Caddy is a defachable
rack that allows Harley riders to carry their clubs on the back of
their Hog, Sportster, and many other Harley Davidson bikes. The
Go-Go Caddy is more than a club hauler; the rack can be used to
carry guns in their hard case, and even a guitar fo your next gig.
$499 www.gogocaddy.com
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Practice With a
Belly Putter to

Assess Your Stroke

rills using belly and long putters
have long been a staple of the Dave
Pelz Scoring Game Schools. These clubs
do a great job of helping golfers identify
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and correct two common and damaging
errors: forearm rotation and wrist hinge.

Although rotating your forearms
through impact is a key part of hitting
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Short
Game

A

Advisor il S

Dave Pelz

quality shots with your irons and woods,
it’s not good when putting. In addition
to adding unwanted putter head speed,
forearm rotation increases the chances of
hitting putts off line. As for wrist hinge,
too many golfers see it as a viable way to
stroke putts. It works okay in practice, but
when you're on the course and the pressure
of making a putt is very real, your wrists
go from loose to tense, robbing you of feel
and the ability to control speed.

In either case, you should give belly
putting a try, because it’ll help your short
putting. Just make sure to take three tips
from a man who has “been there” for many
such tests, and remember: the belly put-
ter is not a panacea for all putts. You may
struggle to get long putts close to the hole
at first. If you're still not feeling it after
practicing lag putts, commit to using two
putters: the belly for short putts and a
standard model for long ones. My research
shows that putting is 43 percent of the aver-
age amateur’s game, and you won’t miss the
long iron that the belly putter replaces.

Step 1: Build A Base

Make your stance three inches wider than
normal. This will keep you body stable
and prevent you from swaying.

Step 2: Use Your Grip

After tucking the butt of the grip into your
belly, place your hands the same distance
above the ground as you normally do with
your regular putter, even if you putt with
a left-hand-low grip. The key is to avoid
the mistake of gripping the club at the
top of the handle close to your belly. Just
get comfortable and then take your hold.

Step 3: Anchor It In

Since it’s common for golfers to stub their
takeaway when first putting with a belly
model, raise the putter head slightly off
the ground by pulling the grip gently into
your belly before you start your back-
stroke. Then match your stroke length to
how far you need to roll the ball, and you’ll
be set to hole a lot more putts. -

Please Drink Responsibly. Glenmorangie Single Malt Scotch Whisky, 43% Alc./Vol., ©2012 Moét Hennessy USA, Inc., New York, New York
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Golf Chicago and Glenmorangie Single Malt Scotch
Whisky invite you to Reveal your Best Game in the
Club Team Championship

Players with a 5 or less handicap are invited to play. Prizes to be announced
at GolfChicagoMagazine.com. Please visit website for complete rules.

Monday, September 17th, 2012
Black Sheep Golf Club - Sugar Grove, Illinois.

RSVP:
Please contact the Golf Professional at your private club for
more information about participating. Field is limited.

GHLAND SINGLE MALTS
SCOTCH WHISEY
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‘Glenmorangie Club Team
Championship’ hosted by:

Chicago!
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Orange is in season with
products that peel strokes
off your scorecard and
add juice fo your game.

A The Orange Peel® is one of the best swing training products we have ever tested. With just
a handful of simple exercises, you can build your ‘golf’ muscles while feeling the benefits of a
proper weight shift in the backswing and through impact. The Orange Peel is a board that forces
the loading of weight onto your back thigh, promotes acceleration at impact, and leads you to a
full finish with your pelvis facing the target. Our favorite element of using the Orange Peel trainer
is that you can learn the proper weight-shift sequence while building a repeatable golf swing.
$209 Orange Peel www.orangewhiptrainer.com

B Training sessions with the Peel are more intensive and effective with the Orange Whip®,

a whippy-shafted, heavily-weighted training club. It only takes a couple of sets of 10 to 15
repetitions before you begin to feel muscle fatigue. As your hands, forearms, back, and shoul-
ders begin to burn, you'll feel the importance of weight transfer as your legs drive your swing
through the impact position. If you are looking for more control, distance, and stamina on the
course, the Orange Peel and Orange Whip will not only straighten a block or slice, but they will
also get you in shape to attack the course with a repeatable, juicy swing.

$109 Orange Whip www.orangewhiptrainer.com

C It's gotta be the shoes! Nike Golf’s NG Dunk Golf Shoes are hip, urban, old school, and
one of our hard court favorites from the 1980s. They are also one of the best walking golf shoes
on the market. Forget about your dad'’s wing tipped cockroach crunchers; Dunks are soft leather
and can go from the shoebox to the tee box without blisters or a break-in period. Available in
many different colors, these skids are not just for the Twilight generation. With a wide foot bed, an
effective cleat pattern, and the comfort of a basketball sneaker, even grandpa will join the urban
ranks after trying these kicks. Courses may require a collared shirt, but Nike’s Dunks fly under the
dress code while allowing fashion rebels to keep their street cred on the links.

$130 www.nikegolf.com

D There is more to Titleist’s Velocity Golf Balls than double digits. On the surface, the
threesome in each sleeve is numbered with double digits (00, 11, 22, and 33), which is beyond
cool if you are tired of the traditional, plain Jane numbers 1 through 4. However, uder the
cover, the Velocity is geared to produce super-fast ball speed, which equates to more distance.
The core uses Titleist’s LSX technology; this is the fastest core in any Titleist ball on the market.
Velocity’s NaZ2 ionomer cover blend is best described as firm. While the ‘feel’ of Velocity
around the greens is harder than Pro-V1s and NXT Tour balls, it is not a range rock and will stop
if you impart enough spin.

Overall, the Velocity has ultra cool graphics, silly-long distance, and much needed control
from tee to green. The price is right, so go test a sleeve and become a believer.
$26.99 wwwi.titleist.com

E Get Ampd for the long ball. Cobra Golf’s Amp® Driver with Adjustable Flight Technology
(AFT) incorporates E9 Face Technology®, an elliptical shape clubface designed to increase the
sweet spot by 30%. Cobra’s drivers continue to set the bar for user-friendly big sticks with their
new bulge and roll design that produces more forgiveness than a confessional booth. Cobra's
AFT® offers three simple face-angle settings: neutral, 2° closed, or 2° open, which is all most of
us need to send our atmospheric launch in the fairway. The stock AMP shaft is the speed-tuned
RIP from Aldila. Our testers believe that Amp drivers are a game-changer that will not only add
distance to your game but will get your feet on the short stuff and down the fairway. If swinging is
believing, then get to a launch monitor and prepare fo testify.

$299.99 Amp® Driver www.cobragolf.com

F For a limited time, and in very limited quantities, you can get your hands on a Special
Edition Orange AMP® Driver. The Orange driver is a tribute to Cobra staffer Ricky Fowler
and the Oklahoma State orange ouffits he wears on Sundays while competing on the PGA
Tour. With an orange Lamkin GEL grip, Mitsubishi Diamana White Board Shaft (the same shaft
Ricky plays on the Tour), and a special orange driver head, this driver looks and performs like
a muscle car on a Saturday night. It may not pull the chicks like a GTO, but it will have your
buddies salivating like Pavlov’s pup. The Orange AMP driver comes specially packaged in an
orange box, and once they are gone, expect their value to increase like a ‘66 Shelby Cobra.
$499 Special Edition Orange Amp® www.cobragolf.com
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Sheri L. Warren

The Heat Was On at the Open

he first word to describe this staging of

the U.S. Women’s Open Championship
is HOT! The temperature was hot, the Korean
players were hot, and the play of the eventual
winner, Na Yeon Choi, was hot. Fortunately,
none of the players matched their scores with
the temperatures the first few days, which
reached over 100 degrees. Kudos, though, to
the fans, volunteers, and everyone associated
with the Open, as everyone survived the triple
digit temperatures.

Our American golfers contended, but
faded over the weekend. By Sunday evening,
our top finishers were Paula Creamer who
tied for 7th place, and Cristie Kerr and Nicole
Castrale who tied for 9th. 17-year-old phe-
nom Lexi Thompson finished tied for 14th,
while Brittany Lincicome and Vicky Hurst
tied for 18th. Fan favorite Michelle Wie tied
for 35th place, but showed some signs of gain-
ing back her former prowess when she shot
a 66 in the second round. Wie draws huge
crowds at any tournament, and the Open was
no exception. It would be a real asset for the
LPGA Tour if Wie could get on a hot streak
as she most certainly brings a full gallery of
fans to each tournament.

Beat the Heat with Layers?

Why were so many players wearing long
sleeves and socks in such stifling weather? I
was asked this question by so many people I
decided to look into it. It turns out that those
long sleeves are actually sun guards or UV
sleeves—they wick away sweat and have UV
protection against the sun, which many of
the players said actually cools them off and
prevents them from getting too much sun.
The sleeves and socks are usually a blend of
polyester/spandex materials and are avail-
able through a variety of companies here and
abroad. With so many players wearing them,
including eventual champion Choi, I'd say
they must have something up their sleeve! As
for the long socks we often see Ai Miyazato
and several others wearing, they are not only
for sun protection. Some of them are also com-
pression socks which keep leg muscles relaxed
and helps avoid cramping in the excessive heat
and long hours out on the course.
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Cool Happenings at the Open
Lizette Salas of California is living the American
Dream. As a daughter of Mexican immigrant
parents, Salas’ father, Ramon, began taking his
daughter to where he worked at Azusa Greens
Golf Club in California when an older son
didn’twant to play. He paid for lessons by doing
handyman work around the club pro’s home.
Salas, a tour rookie, shared the first-round lead
after shooting 69. Salas finished tied for 32nd
and was followed every day by her family and
over the weekend had another very famous
golfer of Mexican descent in her gallery.. . Hall-
of-Famer Nancy Lopez.

Cheyenne Woods—yes, she is the niece of
Tiger Woods and this was her first Women’s

Photo: © USGA/Fred Vuich

Open. A recent Wake Forest graduate, Woods
recently turned professional. She is showing great
promise on the LPGA Tour; unfortunately, she
missed the cut. We'll be seeing a lot more of
Woods as she earns her stripes “inside the ropes.”

Acts of Kindness

During the heat (literally) of the final round,
Amy Yang, also a Korean native, picked up
her sun umbrella and placed it over not only
her head, but also that of her main com-
petitor, Na Yeon Choi on several holes. A
very sweet gesture that many other golfers
wouldn’t consider—aiding the competition.
Yang finished in solo second place, but won
over a lot of fans with her act of kindness.

Singing in the Van

During the shuttle bus ride from the Media
Center out to the nearby parking lot and the
driver asked me and the gentleman next to
me where we were from...with three large
format cameras strapped all over him, he said
“Tokyo.” When I asked him if he was cover-
ing Ai Miyazato (who is treated like a rock
star in Japan and has a huge media crew fol-
lowing her at all tournaments), he said “yes.”
We were silent for a few seconds when an
Aretha Franklin song came on the radio and
he started belting it out and mock dancing
to it and in the middle said “I love American
music!” Spending my birthday covering the
final round of a golf tournament and having

Photo: © USGA/Fred Vuich

this fun guy from Tokyo sing as we departed
the tournament was a great end to my week
at the Open...way cool.

Hot News

2013 Solheim Cup Captain Meg Mallon has
selected Dottie Pepper as Assistant Captain
for 13th staging of event in Denver, Colorado.
A brave move on the part of Mallon with the
somewhat mixed history Pepper has with the
Solheim Cup. As a player, Pepper was a stellar
performer, and as a broadcaster she has been
excellent except for the huge faux pas in the
2007 matches when she thought she was off
the air and called out the US Team as “chokin’
dogs.” Ever apologetic, Pepper was forgiven by

many, although some still hold a bit of resent-
ment. She bleeds red, white and blue, so blame
iton Pepper’s fiery personality and fierce patrio-
tism when it comes to the Solheim Cup. It will
be interesting to see how she handles herself
and the duties as assistant captain next August.
In another show of Dottie’s “peppery” person-
ality, network broadcaster Dan Hicks asked
Pepper and Hall-of-Famer Annika Sorenstam,
“What happens down the road if you, Dottie,
and Annika end up as team captains?” Pepper
immediately shouted, “Let meat ‘em.” Then she
reached as if to choke Sorenstam, who at the
same time had gently reached out and grabbed
Pepper’sarms. When the Solheim returns, hang
onto your red, white, and blue hats! -
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Local Distributor Launches GolferAID Drink

Lifestyle Beverages in Elmhurst has introduced a beverage specially
designed specifically to hydrate golfers. GolferAlID is touted as

an advanced functional beverage formulated with vitamins. The
product does not contain high fructose corn syrup, caffeine, or
any artificial ingredients. The beverage has a light citrus flavor, is
45 calories per 12 oz. serving and contains almost three grams of
supplements designed to aid the golfer’s body, mind, and spirit.
Now available at many area golf clubs, the product is distributed
exclusively through Lifestyle Beverages. For more information, call
630-941-7000.

In golf, driving is a game of free-swing-
ing muscle control, while putting is
something like performing eye surgery
and using a bread knife for a scalpel.

—Tommy Bolt
Department of Corrections
In our July 2012 Sweet Home Chicago department, we incorrectly
listed Scott Nei as a PGA Professional. Nei is not a member of
that organization.
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Find us on

Facebook

Second Annual ‘World’s Largest Golf Outing’ For Heroes
Eight Chicago-area courses managed by Billy Casper Golf will
host the second annual “World's Largest Golf Outing” to benefit
Wounded Warrior Project™ (W WP) on Monday, August 13.

The simultaneous golf outing at more than 100 BCG-managed
courses in 24 states is open to golfers of all abilities and does not
require a USGA handicap.

Chicagoland courses participating are: Chick Evans Golf Course
(Morton Grove), George Dunne National Golf Course (Oak Forest),
Highland Woods Golf Course (Hoffman Estates), Indian Boundary
Golf Course (Chicago), Orchard Valley Golf Course (Aurora), River
Oaks Golf Course (Calumet City), Water's Edge Golf Club (Worth)
and Whisper Creek Golf Club (Huntley Meadows).

Registration for the World’s Largest Golf Outing is at www.
worldslargestgolfouting.com.

The multifaceted mission of the Wounded Warrior Project is to
honor and empower wounded warriors, to raise awareness, to enlist
the public’s aid for the needs of injured service members, to help
injured servicemen and women aid and assist each other, and to
provide unique, direct programs and services to meet their needs.
WWP is a national, nonpartisan organization headquartered in
Jacksonville, Florida. To get involved and learn more, visit www.
woundedwarriorproject.org.

You don’t hit anything on the backswing, so why rush

it?—Doug Ford

GOLFChicago Challenge on Facebook
Does this hole look familiar? If you are the first to correctly
identify the golf course pictured below, you will win a $25
Golfsmith Gift Card.

‘Like’ GOLFChicago Magazine on www.facebook.com,
then post your answer after August 18. Earlier entries will
be not be eligible for the prize.

Amateur Wins State Women’s Open

Two amateurs and a pro went head-to-head-to head at the

18th Annual Phil Kosin Illinois Women'’s Open in July with
Samantha Troyanovich of Grosse Pointe Shores, Michigan,
emerging as the champion on the first extra hole. Troyanovich,
an amateur and a recent graduate of Tulane University, sunk

a three-and-a-half foot putt in the playoff to fend off fellow
amateur Samantha Postillion of Burr Ridge and professional
Lauren Mielbrecth of Gulf Stream, Florida.

Playing at the recently renovated Mistwood Golf Club in
Romeoville, the
three all tied at
one-under-par 215
during regulation
play. Postillion,
whose mother
Kerry won this
tournament
three times, fired
an impressive
3-under-par final
round of 69 to
reach the playoff.
Finishing one
stroke off the
pace in regulation
were Brittany
Johnston of Akron,
Ohio, and Ashley
Armstrong (a)
of Flossmoor.
Armstrong, a
Notre Dame
sophomore, played
in last month’s U.S.
Women’s Open at
Blackwolf Run, but
failed to make the
weekend cut.

The playoff, which started on the par-5 No. 3, ended quickly
after both Postillion and Mielbrecth missed long birdie
opportunities. Troyanovich put herself in position to secure her
first victory by hitting a brilliant 20-yard chip shot near the hole.
“I thought [the chip shot] was a conservative play that I could be
aggressive with. I pictured my pitch shot and pulled it off and left
myself a three-and-a-half footer.”

Postillion, who carded five birdies and two bogies to tie for
the round of the day, had fired rounds of 72 — 74 to put herself
in position for the title. Second round leader Stephanie Miller
(a) of Wauconda finished in a tie for 12th. 2006 and 2011 Illinois
Women'’s Open champion Jenna Pearson fired 75-75-75=225 to
finish tied for 13th.

Samantha'Troyanovich -!.
Photoy, Zach:Dillman of
This & That=Rhotogkaie

A golf swing is a collection of corrected mistakes.
—Carol Mann

Golfers Set to Glow At Naperbrook Course in August
Two-person scramble teams will take on a modified version of
Naperbrook Golf Course in the dark using glow balls on August
17th. Players 18 years or older are invited to take on a 7-hole
course teeing off at 9 p.m. on a shotgun start. The $75 per team
entry fee includes a pre-game dinner, green fees, equipment
rental, prizes, and beverages. Entries, which must be submitted
by mail, fax, or in person to Naperbrook G.C. by Sunday, August
12, are limited to the first 36 teams (72 players). Due to safety
concerns involved with night golf, the event is walking only. For
more information, call the club at 630-378-4215.

Parent/Junior Glow Golf At Cantigny Golf in Wheaton
Parents and their children are invited to take part in a two-
person scramble event to be played at night. A $60 per team
entry fee includes green fees for the 4-hole tournament along
with a tee gift for every junior player; skills contest; glow-in-the-
dark golf balls; glow-in-the-dark necklace and flashlight; buffet
dinner; and refreshments around the practice green. This will

be a walking-only tournament. Tee times run between 8:05 p.m.
and 9:35 p.m. For registration information, call the Cantigny
golf shop at 630-260-8197.

Classic Suburban Courses To Host First Cross Town Classic
Golfers are invited to play in the Inaugural Cross Town Classic—a
unique four-person scramble event to be played Sunday, August
19, on a single day over two classic Chicago-area golf courses. The
historic Downers Grove Golf Club 9-hole course (the first course
west of the Alleghenies) will be played along with the 9-hole River
Bend Golf Course in Lisle to complete an 18-hole tournament.
Activities commence with a continental breakfast and registration
from 7:00 - 8:00 a.m. at Downers Grove with a shotgun start at 8:00
a.m. Foursomes then travel to play their second nine holes at River
Bend Golf Club in Lisle with a shotgun start at 12:00 p.m.. A BBQ
cookout will be held in the tent following the tournament.

Entry fees are $65 per golfer, minimum age 18. For more
information and to schedule a tee time, call 630-963-1306.
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Points Well Taken

At the John Deere Classic, we tossed a few softballs at
Pekin, Illinois, native D.A. Points.

GC: At this point in the PGA Tour season, is it more
difficult to stay sharp physically or mentally?

DP: Probably mental because I put myself in a pretty
decent position and one great week could get me in a
really good position. I'm getting close. Physically you can
take the right time oft and doing your training all year you
should still be ok.”

GC: How will you spend the off-season?

DP: Drinking wine. [laughs] My wife and I like to visit
Napa once a year and it's something we enjoy with our
friends. It's a hobby.

GC: What can be done on the Tour about slow play?
DP: I don't know if there is anything you can do. Course
set up is a big factor. We're playing for a lot of money,

so if you get out there and start flailing away and start
hitting shots and youe not thinking about them just

to play faster...it's going to look ugly. It's kind of sad but
that's the way it goes.

GC: What are your favorite memories of golf in
Chicago?

DP: I got engaged at the Western Open so that's a big
one. My first professional tournament was the Chicago
Open at Beverly [Country Club] and Beverly is one of my
favorite courses of all time. I also played a few years in
the Radix Cup matches and that was cool to be a part of a
team competition.

D.A. Points Photo: Greg Jourdan
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Moet & Chandon Named Official Champagne of PGA
The PGA of America announced August 1 that Moet & Chandon
has been named the official champagne of the PGA of America.

Moét & Chandon is enhancing its rich heritage as an icon of
victorious celebration and winning moments with this first foray
in American golf, beginning with the Ryder Cup at Medinah
Country Club.

The partnership links one of the world’s premier champagne
brands with one of the world's largest sports organizations. “We
cannot envision a better addition to the many magical moments at
our championships than Moet & Chandon,” said PGA of America
President Allen Wronowski.

Ludovic du Plessis, vice president of Moet & Chandon North
America, echoed Wronowski’s sentiments. “Through the magic
of champagne,” he said, “we look forward to creating unique and
unforgettable ‘Moet moments’ with the PGA of America.

Parent-Child Tournament At Fox Bend August 19th
Parents and grandparents of children 17 and under are invited to
participate in the 2012 Fox Bend Parent Child Tourney on Sunday,

August 19th at 3 p.m. The event will be played in four age divisions.

The formats are a 9-hole alternate shot for ages 10 — 17 with
Callaway Scoring, while ages 7 — 9 will play alternate shots over
four holes.

The $50 entry fee for ages 10 — 17 includes green fees, cart,
awards, and hot dogs. Those same amenities will be provided for
ages 7 — 9 for a $30 entry fee.

Registration deadline is Sunday, August 12 at 5 p.m. For more
information, contact Fox Bend Golf Course through their website:
www.foxbendgolfcourse.com.

Scodro Needs Five Extra Holes To Capture 63" lllinois Open
Max Scodro of Chicago made par on the fifth playoff hole to defeat
Eric Meierdierks of Wilmette to win the 63' Illinois Open held at
The Glen Club. A 2012 University of Notre Dame graduate, Scodro,
22, earned the title
only one month
after winning the
Arizona Open.
He took home a
$17,000 first place
check along with
the Illinois Open
trophy.
Meierdierks led
Scodro by one
stroke heading
into the par-5 18th
hole of the 54-hole
event. Playing
conservatively,
he laid up on his
second shot, thus
opening the door
for Scodro to sink
a 12-foot birdie
putt to tie for the
lead at 10-under-
par. ‘T could have
pulled that shot
oft probably,
Meierdierks said
afterwards. “But in
that situation, he
has to take it from

Max Scodro 1 f}
Photo: © 2012 Mike Schaaf 7 llli

me and push the
playoff.”
In extra holes,
the players traded
birdies on No. 1 and
each made par on
Nos. 17 and 18. This
score set the stage
for sudden death
following the initial
three-hole aggregate
playoft format.
Meirerdierks

nearly ended the
tournament on the
fourth extra hole by lipping out a 10-foot putt for birdie. On the final
hole, the 27-year-old Meirerdierks missed a par putt from the fringe
to provide Scodro the luxury of needing only a par to secure the
victory.

Detfending champion Philip Arouca finished at 6-under to tie for
sixth place.

Bolingbrook Open to Tee Off August 18-19
Golfers across Chicagoland are invited to test their mettle along
with their metal woods in a 36-hole stroke play championship
held August 18-19 at the spectacular Bolingbrook Golf Club. The
Bolingbrook Open will have four different divisions with both
gross and net winners: Men’s, Women'’s, Seniors’ (60 years and
older) and Juniors (17 and under). The men’s division will include
five flights based upon handicap.

For more information and official rules, visit the Bolingbrook

Golf Club website at www.bolingbrookgolfclub.com.

The only thing you should force in
a golf swing is the club back in the
bag.—Byron Nelson

Weekly Events at Coyote Run GC

Weekly golf clinics are now being held at Coyote Run Golf Club

in Homewood/Flossmoor on the city’s south side. Topics include:
hitting off the tee, getting out of the rough, chipping to the green,
gauging speed and slope on the green, and making fewer putts.
Fees for Thursday evening clinics are $22.50 for non-residents and
$15 for residents. To reserve your spot call 708-957-8700 or visit the
course online at www.coyoterungolf.com.

Nine and Wine Wednesdays

Who wants to cook on Wednesdays anyway? Enjoy a relaxing
round of golf any Wednesday, then show your receipt afterwards
for a complimentary bottle of wine with the purchase of two meals
in Wiley’s Grill. Remember, twilight golf rates begin at 2 p.m. in the
summer.

Nine and Dine on Friday

Play nine, then stay and dine. Enjoy nine holes of golf and a
terrific meal at Wiley's Grill every Friday after 4:30 p.m. The
package includes nine holes of golf and dinner for two for just
$60. Whether its date night, or just an evening out with friends,
make Coyote Run your Friday night ritual. For more information,
visit the Coyote Run website at www.coyoterungolf.com. et

Bugust 2012 17


http://www.coyoterungolf.com
http://www.coyoterungolf.com
http://www.foxbendgolfcourse.com
http://www.bolingbrookgolfclub.com

By Greg Jourda

/

It requires just the right audience to initi-
ate a discussion on golf shafts. The irony is
that the more you learn about the function of
these shafts, the less you want to talk about
them. If | were to stand next to a group of
golfers and state, “I think I'm fanning by
balls because my shaft is too stiff,” no less
than a dozen punch lines would fill the air
within seconds.

And, of course, where would a round of golf
be without Michael Scott’s gold standard for in-
nuendo, “That's what she said!”

Much like root canals and automabile transmis-
sions, questions about the golf shaft should be
directed to a professional. If by chance you meet a
self-professed golf shaft junkie and open the door
for a discussion about shafts, prepare to enter
golf's sixth ring of hell. You will suffer a one-sided
conversation about a man's personal journey to
find a shaft with the ideal torque-to-bend-point
ratio. A journey, no doubt, that includes heroic
tales of frequency matching and counter butt
weighting. America, golf has a silent problem, and
| do not think either presidential candidate will
address it. | am also quite sure golf's governing
bodies will not touch it with Adam Scott’s broom
handle. How can we make sense of the compo-
nent that connects the grip to the clubhead? We
need to begin a serious dialogue to understand
the benefits of a proper shaft.

That's what she said. ..

Craig Nichols
Photo: © Greg Jourdg
i - A

Golfers Need Metaphors A b
The primary role of the golf shaft is to connect the (" @%ﬁ?@%ﬂ@w@@m
clubhead to the grip. However, the shaft is much —

more important than a simple component. Craig
Nichols, True Temper's manager on the PGA Tour,
describes the function of the shaft with a common
theme, “I like to think of the shaft as the engine of
the club.” The automobile metaphor will spark a
debate among shaft experts and aficionados. Is it
the engine, or the drive train, or the transmission?
Or is the car’s suspension a better comparison?
Scott Garrison, another shaft expert who works
on PGA Tour members’ clubs week after week
with the Las Vegas-based Golf On The Run mobile
club repair center, suggests, “The shaft is the driv-
ing force of the golf club.” Engine? Driving force?
The guys that work on the sticks of the greatest
players in the world think much of the shaft's role
when millions of dollars are at stake. Golf is driven
by the professional ranks, period. We want to play
the Tour-proven clubs, dress like Luke Donald, and
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hit the same ball that Phil Mickelson does
at Augusta National. But if we compare
our swings to these guys, that would be
like comparing a Prius to a Corvette. Or, it
would be like walking into the office wear-
ing Ricky Fowler’s Sunday orange outfit.
Laughable, no?

But let’s ditch the metaphors.

Mark Pekarek, Director of Americas at
Shaftology Centers and owner of Green
Grass Clubfitters in West Chicago, has
been clubfitting for over 25 years. He'll tell
you that clubfittings changed about eight
years ago when interchangeable connec-
tors enabled golfers to swing numerous
shafts and experience each shaft. Pekarek
believes the relationship between a golfer
and the millions of data points before
impact is a combination of factors. He
describes the shaft's role this way: “You
are the engine. You make the ball go.”

He adds, “The shaft is a concept. That is
why it is difficult to quantify. It is a living,
breathing thing that has a conversation
with you. The shaft is an interface that
connects you to the ball.”

When we hit a golf ball, the correct
shaft produces measurable results.
You can measure it in yards. Swing
analyzers will show data ranging from
ball speed to spin rates. Teaching and
clubfitting professionals can see how
each component effects ball flight.
Swing software technology is help-
ful. But Pekarek says, “With the right
shaft, the golfer will feel it right down
to his socks.” The wrong shaft, on the
other hand, will send some golfers to
the tennis courts. Garrison sees it ev-
ery week during PGA Tour pro-ams. “If
the length, flex, and torque are for a
guy with a 110 mph swing and you try
to hit that club with a 90 mph swing ...
man, bad things happen and the game
can't be that much fun. These guys
can't get the ball 20 feet off the deck.”
Golfers are a species that adapts, so to
counter ill-fitting clubs we compensate
by changing our golf swing. And those
adjustments lead to bad things, man.

Get that Education

The correct combination of flex, bend
point, torque, weight, and design can be a
beautiful thing to a golf swing; however,
with hundreds, if not thousands, of shaft
options on the market, how can a golfer
find the correct one? With individual shaft
prices starting at the cost of a mocha latte
and soaring into the amount of a house

payment, how can a recreational golfer
make an educated purchase? Pekarek
wants his profession and the manufactur-
ers to step up their education initiatives.
“We are racing down a hill with all these
shaft options and new technologies,” he
warns, “and we need to slow down. We
need to spend some time and money and
educate golfers about shafts and bring
them up to speed.” He adds, “Equipment
always comes back to the same thing.
Golfers must remove the obstacles. They
must do a little extra hard work and
educate themselves.” That process is
overwhelming. But the information is out
there and clubfitters like Pekarek welcome
phone calls and e-messages. The clubfit-
ting industry does not have a universal
certification or licensing body, so the best
way to reserve some couch time to talk
about your sticks is to begin the conversa-
tion with other golfers. Find out where
people have had great experiences and
set up a consultation to learn how the cor-
rect shafts can change your game.

The Future of the Shaft

The evolution of the shaft has seen or-
ganic hickory replaced by rigid steel, then
steel replaced by graphite. Both are now
using technologies on par with rocket
science. What is the next step in shaft
evolution? Botox-enhanced tip stiffness?
Garrison thinks the current trend for con-
sumers is cosmetic, “Right now it is col-
ors. | do seminars and consumers really
like the wild colors and unusual designs.
But the sky is the limit for shafts. We'll
see more composites, and who knows
what else companies like Oban and
Matrix will put in their shafts?” Petarek
feels materials and design could move
toward therapeutic relief. “At the PGA
Merchandise Show, you see more and
more booths with magic bracelets and
things you put on your body to take away
the pain all of us carry from life’s injuries.
| think there will be more shafts for our
injuries using those magic materials.”
This could lead to more boutique manu-
facturers and hundreds more options for
golf shafts, which may become more
confusing for golfers. The best advice is
to educate yourself and try to stay cur-
rent with offerings. Who knows, in a few
years that old football injury, or an ornery
back injured during a patio paver project,
may find relief from a magical shaft that
puts a smile on your face.

That's what she said. .. s
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Sheri Warren

From the Court to the Course

Any athlete will tell you that being an
elite athlete in a sport takes hard work,
dedication, and a true passion for their game.
Many great athletes have dreams of excel-
ling in other sports as well. Such is the case
for WNBA Chicago Sky head coach Pokey
Chatman and her assistant coach Christie
Sides. Their basketball resumes span the
globe and include accolades from their high
school years to the professional ranks.

For Chatman, joining the Chicago Sky as
GM and Head Coach in October of 2011 was
the realization of her dream to lead a profes-
sional team in the U.S. A native of Louisiana,
Chatman attended LSU where she was a point
guard from 1987 to 1991. She was named All-
SEC three times and set 20 school records.
During the 2003-2004 season, Chatman was
named head coach of the LSU Lady Tigers
and garnered an incredible 47-3 in her first
50 games, the second-best starting record in
women’s basketball history. A proven winner,
Chatman isleading the Chicago Sky to a poten-
tial WNBA playoff spot this season. If the Sky
makes it into the playoffs, it will be another
historic first for Chatman and the team.

Sides joined the Chicago Sky after eight
years of coaching experience at the collegiate,
international, and professional levels. From
2004 to 2007, Sides joined Chatman as an
assistant coach at LSU where the two led the

team to three Final Fours and two SEC regu-
lar season titles.
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Both women are proven winners on and
off the court, but what happens when they
take their games to the course? We found
out in late July when I was fortunate to have
an opportunity to hit the links with Pokey
and Christie and talk about hoops and golf.
I asked them about when they took up golf.
Pokey shared, “I didn’t take up golf when I
was young because I was too busy trying to
find a basketball game. I didn’t start playing
until I started coaching in college. The job led
to it—a lot of golf scrambles and fundraisers,
plus I wasn’ton the road as much. I gotalot of
enjoyment out of it, as it is a different kind of
challenge since it’s such an individual sport. I
really love the camaraderie, being outdoors,
meeting people, and it’s a valuable tool for
fundraising and networking.”

Sides had a similar introduction to the
game, “I started playing in 2002 when I got
into college coaching. A fellow coach was get-
ting some new clubs and gave me her old set
of Callaways. I decided it was a game I needed
to get into. When we’d go on recruiting trips,
all the coaches would bring their clubs and
try to sneak in nine holes when we had free
time. So I got into the game then and I love
it!” Chatman believes that if Christie wasn’t
involved in professional basketball, she could
be a pro golfer.

Sides proved herself on the course by
making quite a few pars and blasted a drive
282 yards. She is tall, strong, and has a very

Pokey Chatrmn [L] and Christie: Slées [R]
] . !
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athletic build, which doesn’t always lead to a
good golf swing, but in Sides’ case it enhances
a natural talent for the game. With a little
tweaking, some properly fit clubs and work
on her short game, there is no doubt in my
mind that she could go pro in golf, too.
Chatman also has great potential and
the mindset that allows her to take on the
challenge of golf in the same way she attacks
basketball ...
ing. When she encountered a rough lie
behind a strand of trees, She opted for the
risk rather than take her medicine and bunt
it toward the fairway. Always choosing the

focus, setting goals, and scor-

route toward glory, Pokey took the riskiest
route and snaked one through the trees with
the ball landing about 70 yards from the
green. Just like her coaching style, failure is
never an option.

Pokey Chatman and Christie Sides are
two very accomplished and talented basket-
ball players and coaches whose talent in one
sport translates well to golf. Both ladies have
intensity, guts, and a love of competition
in their DNA. If they ever get enough free
time, then they will surely be adding the
coveted title of “golf nut” to their already

impressive credentials.

Catch Pokey Chatman and Christie Sides
as they lead the Chicago Sky towards the
playoffs — all home games are played at the
Allstate Arena and you can check out the
game schedule at www.chicagosky.net. L}
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f 18 holes of golf is an afternoon at the ballpark, a nine-hole layout
by comparison must be considered batting practice. Right? Across
Chicagoland our nine-hole golf courses may be short on holes, but
they play long on character and convenience.

While some old-timers might balk at the idea of playing nine
holes when the possibility of “squeezing 18 holes in” exists, many
of us today place a priority on life over an afternoon at the club. It
has become increasingly difficult to block out a five-hour round of

golf in between work hours, your kids” games, parent leader meetings, and
garage clean-outs.

Thus, the options are reduced to four: Quit golf. Or join a private club. Or
reduce your annual number of rounds to a handful. Or locate short, fun golf
courses near your daily travel route.

Happily for the management staffs of the various 9-hole and executive
courses across Chicagoland, more and more golfers are choosing option
four. And golf course owners have responded to the demand by offering
interesting, meticulously manicured layouts that compete in variety and
quality with their 18-hole counterparts. Following are short reviews of some
of the our great 9-hole courses.

(3 —
—
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Sydney R. Marovitz Golf Course

www.cpdgolf.com

312-742-7930 !
Squeezed in between Lake Shore Drive and the lake on the city’s northside, 4 ' "-'.
Sydney R. Marovitz G.C. will forever be referenced by locals as Waveland
Golf Course—its original name until politicians decided to honor an obscure

park commissioner. This delightful layout was designed in 1932 by Edward C

B. Dearie Jr. for the then-eye-popping sum of $2 million. Green fees at the
time were 25¢. Illinois governor Louis Emmerson was given the honor of

a8 S~
I'ses SO Mmice, =
hitting the first tee shot and was joined in the ribbon-cutting ceremonies by . L 0)
amateur champion Chick Evans. y o)
Today, the course remains hugely popular with citydwellers who are : ! S
treated to spectacular lake and skyline views along with a 3,240 yards | | i 1 Wa I I t tO - _‘_

of beautiful landscape that’s playfully been called “the poor man’s :
Pebble Beach.” Owned by the Chicago Park District and managed by d J

I Y -
Billy Casper Golf Management, the course’s conditioning has improved . e t I ,] em Wl e‘.
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If you appreciate golf’s

history, then you will have
a story tor the water cooler.

dramatically since the days when some
tees were literally turf mats positioned
on asphalt ramps.

Glenview National 9 Golf Club
www.golfglenview.com
847-657-1637
Not too many years ago, this city just
north of O’Hare International Airport
collectively fretted over the loss of the
Glenview Naval Air Station that had
roosted there for 70 years. An amazing
transformation took place on that site in
2001 with the opening of The Glen Club,
an impeccable Tom Fazio-designed 195-
acre championship course regarded by
many as the finest layout in northeastern
Illinois. At the same time, Rick Jacobsen
designed Glenview National—a
charming 2,048-yard par-31 course that
may be the best maintained and most
beautifully landscaped public 9-hole
course in the state. Don’t be fooled by
the layout’s modest length of 1,955 yards.
The 360-yard par 4 No. 5 features four
fairway bunkers that tighten the landing
area and a huge greenside bunker that
protects the massive putting surface
which is also home to the No. 2 green.

The course’s signature hole is the
spectacular 150-yard No. 3 which
demands a perfect tee shot over water
and bunkers to a huge green.

Along with the course, the property
features a great practice facility that
offers individual and group lessons.
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Pottawatomie Golf Course
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River Bend GC

Boughton Ridge Golf Course
www.bolingbrookparks.org
630-739-4100

A family-freiendly environment is just
one of the appeals of the Bolingbrook
Park Districts Boughton Ridge Golf
Course. The par-32 layout has a taste

of everything with 21 bunkers and the
Lilly Cache Creek entering play on more
than half the holes. The pace of play, like
almost all of these nine holers, is less
than two hours, which leaves plenty of
time for a drink or a meal at Ashbury’s
at Boughton Ridge. This cozy eatery
offers excellent appetizers; moreover,
the dinner offerings are a delicious
pub-style meal that are on par with
most golf course restaurants. The entire
experience at Boughton Ridge reflects the
neighborhood charm that surrounds it.

Pottawatomie Golf Course
www.pottawatomiegc.com

630-584-8356

One of the GOLFChicago’s favorite
half-tracks is along the Fox River in St.
Charles. The 1939 Robert Trent Jones Sr.
design will warm the soul of a purist.
There just aren’t too many places you can
play an RT], Sr. for under $20. Ranked as
one of the best 9-hole courses in America,
the St. Charles Park District ensured

the layout’s continued popularity by
initiating a bunker renovation project by
architect Greg Martin. His efforts were
spot-on and positioned this classic RT]
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design as one of the Fox River Valley’s
greatest treasures.

If you're looking to play a bit of
history, the 4th hole, a 345-yarder
with an island green set on the
Fox River, is the first island green
built in Illinois. Just about everyone
walks at Pottawatomie; thus,
rounds are routinely under two
hours and should be followed by a
walk through St. Charles’ equally
charming downtown shops.

Downers Grove Golf Course
www.dgparks.org/golf/course
630-963-1306

This splendid layout is the remains
of the original Chicago Golf

Club established in 1892. When
C.B. Macdonald’s Chicago Golf
membership purchased land in
Wheaton, the original course was
sold and went through a handful
of owners over the following 75
years. Downers Grove’s park district
purchased the course in 1968

and thankfully has kept the nine
remaining holes as close to their
historic beginnings as possible.
Downers Grove G.C. is one of

the oldest courses in the nation,
although renovations in 1976 and
again in 1992 altered the original
footprint. Mature trees line the
rolling fairways and tower over
much of the 3,200-yard layout.

If you appreciate golf’s history,
then you will have a story for the
water cooler. Downers Grove G.C. has
withstood the test of 100 years and
still provides a mighty challenge to
all golfers.

Indian Oaks Country Club
www.indianoakscountryclub.com
815-824-2282

Located next to Shabbona State

Park, Indian Oaks C.C.is a
traditional parkland course where
the staff places a premium on lush
conditions. The rolling terrain

and mature hardwoods provide a
diverse series of challenges. The
opening holes at Indian Oaks are
straightforward and easily negotiable
without local knowledge, but the
friendly handshake ends on the
mischieviously short fifth hole. This
uphill par-4 is just 244 yards long and

B I __Bam_m B Bmm  Deme  mmm  Demn e pmmn e S pmn  Pmms  mma  Bmme s s =1
= = = =T

is easily navigated with a mid-iron
and wedge. That said, most golfers B
attack this reverse Redan green likea | 1
par-3, where a birdie can be captured.
Indian Oaks is off the beaten
cart path, yet it earns your attention
with quaint amenities and a truly
wonderful playing experience.

Flagg Creek Golf Club
www.flaggcreekgolfcourse.org
708-246-3336
Once upon a time in the early 1920s,
this rolling property in Countryside
was home to Maple Crest Golf Club.
In the mid-1950s, the Illinois Toll
Authority needed part of the golf
course for construction of 1-294.
Rather than cleave the course in half,
owners ran the property as a 12-hole
course. In the 1990s, designer Greg
Martin was enlisted to reconfigure
and rebrand the course. He proceeded N0 KENMYYIE BT OCoMOOTD
to plow under all existing holes and 800 KEDZIE, FLOSSM U{"}‘h
thus, the splendid 9-hole Flagg Creek 5-957-8700 + covoterungolf.com
Golf Club was born. [ ki oo for Teee small bucked of bkills etk
The rolling and impeccably
maintained layout plays to just
over 2,500 yards from the blue tees
and is popular for beginners and
intermediate golfers. Best yet, you can
get around Flagg Creek in less than
an hour and a half.

you?!

Passionate about people who are
passionale about golf!

3 GENEVA NATIONAL

River Bend Golf Club — GOLF CLUB —

www.riverbendgolfclub.org
630-968-1920

Just a short hop from Seven Bridges
is the 3,500-yard River Bend Golf
Club in Lisle. The course’s routing
makes walking a breeze and you'll
see golfers ages 7 to 75 scattered
throughout the course. Appropriately
named, as only one hole (No. 4) is
land-locked, the layout opened in
1993. It was designed by William J.
Spear whose other works include
Highland Woods G.C. in Hoffman
Estates and Amana Colonies Golf
Course in Iowa.

Before heading back home to catch
your daughter’s game, re-invest a
portion of the time you saved by
not playing 18 holes on a stop at the
Wheatstack Eatery & Tap (formerly
The View Bar & Grill) at River Bend i
G.C. Along with great grub and cold
beer, the restaurant provides the best
view in town.

STAY & PLAY PACKAGES

Pair a round or two of golf on our Legendary Courses
with an overnight stay at Geneva Ridge Resort
for a perfect getaway for the guys or the whole family!

Starting at $139 per person on Weekends,
w&%;eied%edda@m&[owa&fwmpefm.

Fall Rates starting at $99 per person through September,
and $81 per person in October.

LGENEVA RIDG E
RESORT

ProupLy MANAGED BY GENEVA NATIONAL | GENEVARIDGE.COM

LOCATED 4 MILES WEST OF LAKE GENEVA, WI ON HIGHWAY 50

GENEVANATIONALRESORT.cOM  (262) 245-7000, Press |
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Between the Covers

Mind, Body, and Spirit of the Game

Decisions on the Rules of Golf 2012-2013
United States Golf Association

$19095

752 Pages

WWW.USga.org

ISBN: 9780600623946

s we approach the high school and

college golf seasons, not to mention
club championships, a working knowledge
of the Rules can be the fiffeenth club in your
bag. Knowing the Rules can also keep you
from inadvertently posting a DQ on the
leader board.

Decisions on the Rules of Golf 2012
2013 is a comprehensive, spiral-bound
resource that clarifies and interprets rulings.
Moreover, this edition provides userfriendly
guidance that will help readers apply the
Rules of the game correctly.

This year, there are new decisions
ranging from bunkers to wind fo hazards. If
you are never confident when and where
fo take a drop, or find yourself confused
about a specific on-course situation, then
Decisions on the Rules of Golf 20122013
should never be very far from your side.

StillPower

Excellence with Ease in Sports and Life
By Garret Kramer

$22 191 Pages
www.simonandschuster.com

ISBN: @781582/03886

e often hear about athletes entering
'the zone' as if it is a mythical
consciousness saved for the demigods.
Garret Kramer's StillPower is a walk-through
that explains how our inner wisdom is
wired. There is a higher sfate of the mind
that becomes clouded with stress and
anxiety—the twin formentors of StillPower.
Everyone from athletes, fo students,
fo coaches, to teachers and parents
can present themselves, their team, or
their children with more opportunities to
experience success with a calm, elevated
consciousness during crunch time. Yet,
the beauty of Garret's processes is that
this is not a selfhelp book. It is a window
fo view your past experiences and use
them to build self-confidence and remove
performance anxiety. We may never lose
the battle cry “No pain, no gain,” but
after reading StillPower, practitioners of
Garret's insights will realize that relaxation
and deep breathing are a healthier way fo
unlock your maximum potential on the field,
in the classroom, and throughout life.

Solid Contact

By Jim Hardy and Ron Kaspriske
$27.50

152 Pages
www.theplanetruthgolf.com

ISBN: 9781592406586

erhaps the most frustrating element of

a highttech golf lesson is seeing your
sloppy swing compared to PGA Tour sfars.
Acclaimed golf instructor Jim Hardy teaches
the swing from a very unique perspective. ..
your DNA. The man that has mentored
Hank Haney, Stan Utley, and Mike Hall,
three of the most prominent teachers in the
game, expounds on his approach fo the
golf swing in Solid Contact.

For the recreational golfer, the most
practical element of Hardy's guide is his
program fo score the swing, the swing's
impact, and the resulting ball flight. By
scoring each of these elements with a plus
or minus, a golfer can begin to understand
how to improve his swing. Hardy also
incorporates plenty of userfriendly
charts and graphs o facilitate a better
understanding of his teaching methods.
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== WORLD-CLASS GOLF
a short drive away

Throughout each of the three playing seasons,
SentryWorld is a golfer's dream. With five different
tees to choose from, playing SentryWorld can be as

challenging as you want it to be.

After your round of golf, stop in at the Sport Plate
for a refreshing beverage and an entree from our
extensive menu.

For reservations, call the Pro Shop at 1-866-479-6753

SentryWorld has been ranked #7 in by g,
Golf Digest’s Best in State rankings s '

601 North Michigan Avenue ¢ Stevens Point, WI 54481
sentryworld.com
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2001 Rodéo Drive
featuring an award-winning Arthur Hills masterpiece and 1

Bolingbrook, IL 60490 oo«
amenities in a 76,000 square foot clubhouse.

630-771-9400
www.bolingbrookgolfclub.com

KemperSports

Corporate, individual, social and range memberships available.

Developed by the Village of Bolingbrook, Roger, €. Claar, Mayor
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The Link Rat

Motorx to Michigan’s Second City

hen Chicago golfers think of

Michigan, their first thought might
be those popular and award-winning north-
ern Michigan resort destinations that offer
a multitude of premier courses designed by
the giants of the game.

It is true that some of the best golf courses
in the country are located in the region, but
with a little research and less driving time
you can find some other destinations in
Michigan that offer wonderful options for
a trip.

Consider Grand Rapids, Michigan,
where we recently indulged in an impres-
sive three-day golf-buddy trip.

Located just three hours from the Loop,
Grand Rapids, the second largest city in
the state, is home to the Amway/Alticor
Company, and was the childhood home and
is the final resting place of former president
Gerald R. Ford. The area also boasts some
wonderful championship golf courses.

Our journey began in the heart of down-
town. If you are looking to combine some
great golf with sizzling city life, then Grand
Rapids is definitely worth a visit. We stayed
at the popular Amway Grand Plaza. With its
iconic glass tower structure, it is one of the
top hotel destinations in the Midwest and a
long-time fixture in the downtown area. It
opened in 1913 and was remodeled in 1981
by the Amway Corporation. The hotel is
the epicenter of a popular area of dining,
shopping, and nightlife. One of the most
popular gathering places is the “B.O.B.,”
where we found a one-stop shop for dining
and entertainment.

Our first golf experience was Pilgrim’s
Run, a wonderful Mike Devries design that
took a unique path in its design. Owners
Robert and Judy Van Kampen entrusted
six of their employees from their company
in Grand Haven to build three holes each,
under the supervision of Kris Shumaker and
Devries. Numbers were pulled from a hat,
and each worked with the design pros on
their three holes. The course has a modern
feel, which Devries is noted for creating.

From Pilgrim’s Run, we headed slightly
northeast of Grand Rapids to Tullymore

32 GolfChicagoMagazine.com n

Resort, located in Stanwood. Tullymore,
which has been under new ownership in
recent years, has been investing and devel-
oping the resort to a world-class level. In
addition to the award-winning Jim Engh
design at Tullymore (Golf Digest Top 100,
2010) and the Jerry Matthews designed St.
Ives, the owners have developed a new high-
end lodge, perfect for groups like ours or
small corporate retreats.

Odur first round was at St. Ives, the origi-
nal resort located down the road near the
Canadian Lakes areas. The St. Ives golf
course, designed by Michigan’s own Jerry
Matthews who has crafted hundreds of
courses in the state, features wonderful roll-
ing hills, wide fairways, and elevated greens,
which proved to be a challenge for all of
us. The concluding sequence, holes 14-18,
is one of the most spectacular finishes we
have experienced. The holes wind around
a beautiful lake that is secluded, peaceful,
and challenging. Let’s just say we donated
our fair share of golf balls.

Complementing the St. Ives course,
Tullymore, and its nationally acclaimed
Jim Engh design, has elevated the resort
to national level. The Tullymore course,
inspired by a village in Ireland, features
eye-catching mounding of the fairways
with clearly visible approaches. Five sets of
tees allow golfers of all levels to have a great
experience. Tullymore bridges over and
winds around stunning wetlands of color
and contrast. The strongest feature of the
course is the unique mogul-shaped bunkers
that designer Jim Engh created.

Bring all 14 of your clubs. You will need
them. Bring some extra golf balls. You may
need them. The place has hazards aplenty,
though Engh carved the course very fairly
through them. Even when he pinches you,
like on the right side of the opening hole,
he allows bail out room left. The long par
3s have huge greens. The short par 4s are
also memorable, especially hole nine with
the bunker aptly named Patrick’s Purgatory.

It will take more trips back to determine
a favorite hole. The use of trees and natu-
ral grasses to frame the holes and the views

Tullymore Resort
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from the naturally-placed tees and greens
make for a tremendous visual experience.
It’s simply stunning, and it never lets up.
Our final golf adventure took us back into
the city of Grand Rapids to play the Rees
Jones-designed Thousand Oaks Golf Club,
which is elevated above all other area golf expe-
riences. Jones, who is known as the “Open
Doctor” for his many years of service to the

St. Ives Resort

Thousand Oaks Golf Club

USGA for course renovation work for the U.S.
Open, designed a player-friendly experience
on a piece of property that looked more like
northern Michigan than southern Michigan.

Each hole is totally isolated from the next,
separated by hardwood forest and stretches
of wetlands. There is a significant amount of
elevation on the course with many raised tees,
as well as the green sites offering challenging

oy -

F'-.'

shots and club selections. Complementing the
great golf was the equally impressive clubhouse
where we concluded our golf junket with fine
food and atmosphere.

Golf trips to Michigan are always special,
and there are even more options than most
realize. Give the Grand Rapids area a shot,
or several. For more information about pure
Michigan golf, visit www.michigan.org..J
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Bittersweet Golf Club

847-855-9031

875 Almond Road
Gurnee, IL 60031
www.bittersweetgolf.com

In Season Rates:
Monday - Friday
Early Bird: 6 - 8 am:
$35 with a cart and
range balls
Prime: 8 am - 2:30pm:
$39 including cart
Twilight: $29 with cart
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings:
Up to 144 Players

Weekend and Holidays
5-10am:

$59 Cart, $49 Walking
10am-12 pm:

$49 Cart, $39 Walking
12 -2:30 pm

$39 Cart, $29 Walking
After 2:30:

$29 Cart, $24 Walking

18 Championship Golf Holes
Par 72 Yardage:
4952 - 6751
Rating/Slope
70.0/121 - 73.3/135
Premier Practice Facility
with PGA instruction
Lighted grass tee driving
range

Named best golf course
by the readers of the
Daily Herald in 2010,
Bittersweet Golf Club is
a challenging and scenic
18-hole golf facility
conveniently located

in Gurnee, lllinois, with
easy access to the toll
way (I-94 and Eden’s
Expressway). Bittersweet
offers the public 18 holes
of challenging golf and an
excellent practice facility
with lighted driving range
with natural grass tees.

GolfChicagoMagazine.com

THE

The Bog
800-484-3264
262-284-7075

3121 County Road |

Saukville, WI 53080
www.GolfTheBog.com

18 Holes: Par 72
Yardage: 5100 — 7200
Top Course Rating: 75.3
Slope: 143

Seasonal Rates:

$55 - $95

Carts: $15

(view website specials)

¢ Arnold Palmer Design

¢ Ranked in the Top
10 Best Overall Golf
Courses in Wisconsin
by Golf Digest

e 4.5 Stars by Golf Digest
Highest Rated Golf
Course in Milwaukee

® 297 acres of wetlands,
woods, rolling hills, and
wildlife habitat.

® Bentgrass greens, tees
and fairways; bluegrass
roughs; native grasses,
and wildflowers.

e Five sets of tees for all
levels of golfers.

® 117 bunkers and 10
holes where water
hazards come into play.

Premier Practice Center

® Range Tees: 40000 sq ft

e Putting green: 4000 sq ft

® Bunker and chipping
area

® Target greens: 6

e Full Amenities

® Golf Outing Specialists!

¢ | ocated off 1-43, Exit 96
just 25 minutes from
Milwaukee

www.GolfTheBog.com
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Bolingbrook Golf Club

630-771-9400

2001 Rodeo Drive
Bolingbrook, IL 60490
www.bolingbrookgolfclub.
com

18 holes

Yardage: 7104 - 4931

Rating/Slope
73.8/135-68.2/116

Mon - Th: $98,
includes cart with GPS
and range balls

Fri- Sun: $110, includes
cart with GPS and range
balls

Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes

Twilight Rates: Yes

Practice Facilities: Yes

Banquet/Outings: Yes

Located just forty
minutes southwest of
Chicago, Bolingbrook
Golf Club combines the
elements of a world-class
facility and championship
golf. Bolingbrook Golf
Club features an Arthur
Hills and Steve Forrest
designed championship
golf course, an
exceptional practice
facility with a learning
academy, state-of-the-art
GPS-equipped golf carts,
and a 76,000 square foot
clubhouse with men's
and women's locker
rooms, lounges, two
full-service restaurants,
and full banquet facilities.
Memberships are
available.

Bolingbrook Golf
Club was named #28
in the 2010 Golf World
Readers’ Choice Awards
for best public course in
the country, named to
the 2009 Golfweek Best
Courses You Can Play
list, and received 4%,
stars from Golf Digest.
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Bowes Creek Country
Club

847-214-5880

1250 Bowes Creek
Boulevard

Elgin, Illinois 60124
www.bowescreekcountryclub.
com

18 Championship Golf Holes
Yardage: 6794 - 4756
Rating/Slope:

73.2/142 - 68.1/121

Member for a Day Rates

allows unlimited play for

the day

Mon - Th: $79 / golf, cart,
and range

Fri - Sun: $98 / golf, cart,
and range

Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes

Practice Facility: Yes

Twilight Rates: Yes

Banquet/Outings: Yes

Here at Bowes Creek
Country Club, our patrons
are not treated like an
everyday customer. You can
buy a membership for the
year or you can pay to be a
Member for a Day! Instead
of standard green fees, we
offer a daily membership.
The Member for a Day
Fee will allow you to play
unlimited golf with cart and
allow you full use of the
practice facility. There will
be no limit to the amount
of golf you want to play
that day because you are...
Member for that Day!

A Rick Jacobson
Designed golf course, it is
everything you want in a
golf course. “We tried to
give the course a rustic look
and used big, sweeping
bunkers with fingers of
grass drifting into the sand
and fescue grasses as
lips on the bunker faces,”
Jacobson said.

CANTIGNY

GOLF

Cantigny Golf

630-668-3463
27w270 Mack Road
Wheaton, IL 60189
www.cantignygolf.com

27 holes

Yardage per 18:
7,055 - 5,183

Rating/Slope:
74.2/140 - 70.4/122

Mon - Th: $85 walking
Fri - Sun: $95 walking
Cart: $20 (7 days)
Caddie:

$20 per person plus tip
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight rates: No
Practice Facility: Yes
Banquet/Outings: Yes

Cantigny was named
“Best New Public Course
in America” by Golf Digest
in 1989, and since then
has been a “Top 100 Public
Course.” It has hosted
numerous championships,
including three lllinois State
Amateurs and the 2007
U.S. Amateur Public Links.
Designed on spectacular
terrain by Roger Packard,
the course’s beauty will
take your breath away. The
impressive Cantigny Golf
Academy opened in 2008,
and junior golfers thrive at
the 9-hole Cantigny Youth
Links.

Great golf and excellent
food go together at
Cantigny. As an incentive
to sample the cuisine,
golfers in 2012 will receive
a $10 voucher good for
same-day redemption at
Fareways Grill inside the
clubhouse. You'll get a
voucher when you play 18
holes at the regular rate
during non-peak times—
Monday through Thursday
all day and Saturday/
Sunday afternoons.

£

CHICAGO PARK DISTRICT GOLF

Chicago Park District
Golf

312-245-0909
www.cpdgolf.com

Great Golf in the Heart of
the City

With six courses, three
driving ranges, and two
miniature golf courses
there's golf enjoyment
for the whole family no
matter where you live

or work in the city. Play
Your Favorite CPD course
today!

PLUS...save EVERY
DAY, secure early tee
time access, and more
with the CPD Players
Advantage Card!

Robert A. Black —
9 Holes
2045 W. Pratt Boulevard

Sydney R. Marovitz -

9 Holes

3600 N. Recreation Drive
(Lake Shore Drive)

Jackson Park — 18 Holes
6401 S. Richards Drive

Columbus Park —
9 Holes

5701 W. Jackson
Boulevard

Marquette Park
6700 S. Kedzie Avenue

South Shore
7059 South Shore Drive

Diversey Range
141 W. Diversey Parkway

Flossmoor Country Club

Flossmoor Country Club

708.798.4700

1441 Western Avenue
Flossmoor, IL 60422
www.flossmoorcc.org

“South Chicago’s Premier
Private Golf Club”
Founded 1899

Golf Course Architect
Herbert J. Tweedie, 1899
Redesigned by:
Raymond Hearn, 2009

Yardage, Rating/Slope
7136, 75.5/144
6764, 73.7/138
6437, 72.2/134
6112, 70.6/130
5503, 72.9/133

Member Amenities

* PGA Professionals On
Staff

¢ Newly Designed Pool
Complex

¢ Meeting & Banquet
Rooms up to 300

e Top-rated Jr. Golf
Program

¢ Tennis Programs For All
Ages

e Excellent Dining
Experience

Flossmoor Country

Club provides golfing
enjoyment, competition
and family entertainment
in the south suburbs

of Chicago. In 1899,
Flossmoor Country Club
was founded and is now
one of the oldest existing
clubs in the Midwest and
home to a classic style,
world-class golf course.
With rich history and
traditions, the “Flossmoor
Experience” emanates
through various member
golf tournaments and
social events culminating in
the finest club experience
Chicago has to offer.

~

FOREST PRESERVE GOLF

COOK COUNTY

Forest Preserve Golf
Courses | Cook County

800-460-0010
www.forestpreservegolf.
com

Affordable GOLF. Friendly
SERVICE. Fantastic
EXPERIENCE.

Forest Preserve Golf
offers something for
every golfer. With ten
courses, four driving
ranges, and a miniature
golf course, you are sure
to find a place to call your
home course.

PLUS...save EVERY DAY
with the NEWLY revised
FPG Golf and Rewards
Card!

Billy Caldwell - 9 Holes
6150 Caldwell Avenue

Burnham Woods —
18 Holes

14201 S Burnham
Avenue

Chick Evans — 18 Holes
6145 Golf Road

Edgebrook — 18 Holes
6100 N Central Avenue

George Dunne National
— 18 Holes
16310 S Central Avenue

Harry Semrow - Driving
Range & Mini Golf
1150 E Golf Road

Highland Woods -
18 Holes
2775 Ela Road

Indian Boundary -

18 Holes

8600 W Forest Preserve
Avenue

Joe Louis — 18 Holes
13100 S Halsted Street

Meadowlark — 9 Holes
11599 31st St

River Oaks — 18 Holes
1 Park Avenue
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The Glen Club

847-724-7272

2901 West Lake Ave.
Glenview, Il 60026
www.theglenclub.com

Offering a unique blend
of membership and daily
fee play.

2012 Green Fees range
from $105 - $185.
General public may
reserve starting times
seven days in advance.
Practice range is included
in green fee.

Carts: $24

Caddies are available
upon request.

Renowned golf course
architect Tom Fazio
brilliantly transformed the
once-flat runways of the
Glenview Naval Air station
into a nationally acclaimed
18-hole layout, featuring
dramatic elevation
changes, meandering
lakes, and running
streams. Following its
debut in 2001, The Glen
Club was thrust into the
national spotlight earning
recognition from Golf
Magazine, Golf Digest
and Sports lllustrated.
The Glen Club has hosted
numerous professional
and elite amateur

events and is the home

course for Northwestern

University's men’s and

women'’s golf teams.

e A Golf Magazine Top
100 You Can Play in the
United States.

e Golf Digest Best places
to Play 4.5 Stars.

* Home of The lllinois
Golf Hall of Fame.

e Stay in one of our finely
appointed overnight
rooms.

GolfChicagoMagazine.com

Glencoe Golf Club

847-835 -0250

621 Westley Road
Glencoe, IL 60022
www.glencoegolfclub.com

Par 72 | Yardage: 6,539
Rating / Slope
Blue: 71.6/130
White: 70.3/127
Red: 72.8/127

Weekday Fees
Early bird: $30.00
Prime: $ 41.00
Twilight: $ 28.00
Super Twilight: $ 23.00
Weekend Fees
Prime: $ 49.00
Twilight: $ 32.00
Super Twilight: $ 23.00

e Sr./Jr. Discounts
e Grass Tee Range
e Qutings Available

The Glencoe Golf Club,
known for excellent
course conditions and
lightning-fast greens,

is a great escape from
the sights and sounds
of the city, located only
20 minutes north of
Chicago, just off the
Edens Expressway.

The Golf Academy will
now be featuring two of
the area’s best players
to share their formula
for success through
private lessons, clinics,
and summer camps. Bill
Sakas and Travis Johns
have both competed with
impressive results in the
professional ranks and
bring that knowledge
to their teaching. Learn
the basics or improve
your competitive edge
with experienced
instructors who back
up their knowledge
with tournament golf
experience.

Glenview Park
Golf Club
847-724-0250

800 Shermer Road

Glenview, IL 60025
www.golfglenview.com

18 holes
Par 70
Yardage: 6,133

Mon - Th: 18 holes $39
Mon - Th Twilight:
9 holes $24
Mon - Th: Super Twilight:
(after 5 pm) $20
Fri- Sun: $48
Fri - Sun Twilight:
9 holes $30
Fri — Sun/Holidays Super
Twilight:
(after 5 pm) $20
Cart Fees:
9 holes $10/rider
18 holes $16/rider
Twilight $13/rider
Tee Time Specials
available at www.
golfglenview.com

Experience pure golfing
enjoyment at the
Glenview Park Golf Club.
Beautifully landscaped
with an extensive variety
of trees, shrubs, and
flowers, this 18-hole,
6,133-yard, par-70 course
features a choice of three
bent grass tee boxes on
every hole. The Glenview
Park Golf Club offers the
amenities of a private
club but is open to the
public and close to home.
Since 1955, when
the Glenview Park
District purchased the
Chesterfield Golf Course
and began operating it
as the Glenview Park
Golf Club, the course
has been continually
upgraded and improved
to add to your golfing
enjoyment.

gulfFeG

golfTec

10 Chicagoland Locations
www.golftec.com

Chicago - Halsted Row
60657

2847 N. Halsted Road
773-755-4653

Chicago - Lincoln Park
60614

2782 N. Clybourn Ave.
Building C
773-871-4653

Deerfield 60015
360 S. Waukegan
Suite B-2
224-330-4020

Des Plaines 60016
353 N. River Road
847-299-5431

Downers Grove 60515
2020 Butterfield Road
630-932-4653

Fox Valley 60505
4302 E. New York Street
630-723-5215

Naperville 60563

1163 E. Ogden Avenue
Suite 401
630-579-9390

QOakbrook Terrace 60181
18W100 22nd Street
Suite 101B
630-396-2020

Schaumburg 60173
905 E. Golf Road
847-517-1845

Vernon Hills 60061

701 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Suite 116
847-327-0605

Golfsmith

Golfsmith

5 Chicagoland Locations
www.golfsmith.com

Aurora - Fox Valley 60504
Yorkshire Plaza

4302 East New York
Street

630-585-0872

Chicago - Highland Park
60035

135 Skokie Valley Road
847-579-0219

Chicago - Lincoln Park
60614

2782 N. Clybourn Avenue
Bldg. C

773-281-1494

Downers Grove 60515
2020 Butterfield Road
630-495-4880

Schaumburg 60173
905 E. Golf Road
847-969-0347

Buy it. Try it. Keep it.
Or return it and get
another.

If for any reason you are
not satisfied within the
first 30 days after your
club purchase, return
your clubs to Golfsmith
and receive a credit of
up to 90% of the original
purchase price toward
your next club purchase.
It's that easy to buy your
clubs with confidence.
Finally, a test drive for
golf clubs - brought to
you by Golfsmith.

THE _,'.ﬁ_

HIGHILANIDS

The Highlands of Elgin

847-931-5950

875 Sports Way

Elgin, IL 60123
www.highlandsofelgin.com

18 Championship Golf Holes
Yardage: 6510 - 5568
Rating/Slope:

71.6/128 - 66.8/116

Mon - Fri:
$35 walk / $54 ride
Weekends / Holidays:
$43 walk / $62 ride
Jr/Sr. Rates: Weekdays
Only
Practice Facility: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquet/Outings: Yes

The new quarry nine and
the original nine holes
flow over beautiful rolling
terrain, creating a diverse
collection of holes. The
new nine holes reclaim
an old stone quarry,

and are routed to take
maximum advantage of
the unique and dramatic
landforms that were left
behind. Four holes hug
the top of the bluff thirty
to forty feet above the
water, providing golfers
with incredible views and
numerous shot options
on each hole.

The prairie-style
clubhouse with stunning
golf course views is now
open. The clubhouse
features event rooms
with expansive ceilings,
full-scale food and
beverage operations,
locker rooms, and an
expanded golf shop. The
facility also features a
lighted practice facility
offering bent grass tees,
30 hitting stations, short
game area, and a 9,000
sq. ft. putting green.

Harborside
International G.C.

312-782-7837

11001 S. Doty Ave. East,
Chicago, IL 60628
www.harborsideinternational.
com

harborside3@aol.com

36 holes

Port Course

Yardage: 7,164 - 5,164

Rating/Slope:
75.1/132 - 70.4/123

Starboard Course

Yardage 7,166 - 5,110

Rating/Slope:
75.0/132 - 70.5/120

Mon - Thu: $82 includes
cart & range balls

Fri - Sun: $95 includes
cart & range balls

Twilight Rates: Yes

Practice Facilities: Yes,
57-acre

Banqguet/Outings: Yes,
Phil Stefani's

Located just 16 minutes
from Downtown
Chicago, directly on

[-94, Harborside is the
home of the PORT &
STARBOARD Courses
designed by Dick Nugent
in the links tradition of
windswept Scottish and
Irish seaside courses.
Ranked by Golfweek's
2010 “Best Courses

You Can Play” Starboard
#11 & Port #12 in lllinois
and also the host of the
Champions Tour in 2002.
Ammenities include a
24,000 sq. ft. Prairie Style
Clubhouse with food

and banquets by the Phil
Stefani Restaurant Group
and a b7-acre practice
facility. Harborside is truly
“Chicago’s Course.”

=
LAKE BLUFF

Lake Bluff Golf Club

847-234-6771

355 W Washington Ave
Lake Bluff, IL 60044
www.lakebluffgolfclub.com
proshop@Iakebluffgolfclub.
com

18 holes

Yardage: 6589 — 4969

Rating/Slope:
71.3/124 -67.0/114

Mon - Fri: $39 walking
Sat — Sun: $49 walking
Cart fees:

$18 (Mon — Sun)
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Practice facilities: Yes
Banquet/Outings: Yes

Lake Bluff Golf Club was
established in 1968 and
in its 44-year history the
course has become a
“must-play” destination
for golfers. Located on
the scenic North Shore of
Chicago, the golf course
is one of only a few
public facilities offering
private club caliber
amenities.

Lake Bluff Golf
Club takes pride in
the conditioning and
playability of the course
with features such as a
million dollar state-of-the
art irrigation system. The
professionally stocked Pro
Shop and the Village Grill,
which serves delicious
food and a wide selection
of beverages, are a couple
of the superior amenities
available to guests of the
club.

Tee times specials are
available exclusively
through the club’s
website.
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Mistwood Golf Club
815-254-3333
1700 W. Renwick Rd.

Romeoville, IL 60446
www.mistwoodgolf.net
info@mistwoodgolf.net

Yardage: 6,768 - 5,231
Rating/Slope:
72.2/137 - 69.8/126

Mon - Th: $35 - $41 walking
Fri- Sun: $42 - $61 walking
Cart Fee: $18

Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes

Twilight Rates: Yes
Practice Facilities: Yes
Banquet/Outings: Yes
IPGA Pro: Visanu Tongwarin

Home of the lllinois
Women's Open

Rated 4" stars by Golf
Digest

Centered around a
beautiful 67-acre lake,
Mistwood is designed
to challenge and reward
golfers of every level.
From the moment you
arrive at Mistwood you
will relish a classic golf
experience including
impeccable split fairways,
highly-manicured and
terraced greens, and
an expert and attentive
staff. Designed by Ray
Hearn, Mistwood hosts
the prestigious lllinois
Women's Open and
proudly features the five
best finishing holes in the
state. Other amenities
include an 18-acre practice
facility, a full-service pro
shop, golf instruction, and
a spectacular restaurant
offering a versatile menu.
Driving Directions to
Club: Exit I-55 at Weber
Rd and proceed south
4 miles to Renwick Rd.
Turn right. Club is one
mile on the right. Only 40
minutes from downtown!

GolfChicagoMagazine.com

ORCHARD
VALLEY

GOLF COURSE

Orchard Valley Golf
Course

630-907-0500

2411 West lllinois
Avenue

Aurora, IL 60506
www.orchardvalleygolf.com

6th Best Public Course
in lllinois by GOLF
Magazine

One of Chicagoland’s
best public courses, Golf
Digest ranks Orchard
Valley 4% Stars! A true
championship layout
featuring wetlands, lakes,
roughs, water hazards,
waterfalls, and more.

e Excellent course
conditions and guest
service

© 6,750 yards from the
tips, yet enjoyable for all
skill levels

¢ Conveniently located
minutes off I-88 & a
short drive from the
western suburbs

e Visit Orchard’s Bar &
Grill for fantastic food &
drink specials

PLUS...a program for
everyone!

SAVE on every round
with the OV Rewards
PLUS program
UNLIMITED twilight golf
and range with the PPP
card.

Annual Memberships and
MORE!

"
NEVENBRIDGES

Seven Bridges
Golf Club

630-964-7777

One Mulligan Dr.
Woodridge, IL 60517
www.sevenbridges.com

18 holes

Yardage: 7111- 5262

Rating/Slope:
74.6/144 - 68.5/130

Spring Rates: $42 - $75
Summer Rates: $48 - $107
All Rates include golf cart
equipped with GPS
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Practice Facilities: Yes
Putting and Chipping
Green & Hitting Bay
Banquet/Outings: Yes

Seven Bridges Golf Club,
conveniently located in
Woodridge, lllinois, enjoys
a reputation for being one
of the most innovative
golf courses in the
market. Depending on tee
placement, Seven Bridges
provides a setting in
which golfers of all levels
have to rely on their own
guile to make the right
shot-making decisions. A
scenic, perfectly-groomed
course, this Dick Nugent
design has matured

and grown into its well
deserved reputation as a
challenging yet rewarding
test of your game.

Seven Bridges has been
awarded 4 stars by Golf
Digest and is the former
host of the Michael
Jordan Celebrity Golf
Classic.

Seven Bridges offers
a variety of programs to
suit your golfing needs:

e Golf Pass Program

e Twilight Club

¢ Permanent Tee Times

e Corporate Memberships

STOHEWALL
OECHARD

Stonewall Orchard

847-740-4890

25675 W Highway 60
Grayslake, IL 60030-9629
www.stonewallorchard.
com
info@StonewallOrchard.
com

18 holes

Yardage: 7074 — 5375.

Rating/Slope:
74.7/148 - 71.7/130

Mon - Th: $70 walking
Fri — Sun: $77 walking
Cart fees:

$14 (Mon — Th)

$18 (Fri — Sun)
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Practice Facilities: Yes
Banquet/Outings: Yes

A Final Stage Qualifying
site for the 2009 U.S.
Open and host of the
lllinois Section PGA
Championship, the
Arthur Hills-designed
Stonewall Orchard Golf
Club features 65,000
mature pine and oak
trees, rolling fairways,
tranquil wetlands and
native wildlife across
18 brilliant holes.
Consistently ranked as
one the top courses

in lllinois, Stonewall
Orchard’s pure greens
and perfectly manicured
fairways make this a
must-play for Chicago'’s
golf aficionados.

WATERS EDGI

Water's Edge Golf
Course

708-671-1032

7205 West 115th Street
Worth, IL 60482
www.watersedgegolf.com

Best Places To Play By
Golf Digest

Water's Edge is

Chicago’s south side

destination course.

This championship 18-

hole golf course with

bent grass greens and

fairways offers:

eSuperior course
conditions and friendly
service

¢6,400+ yards of golfing
excellence, yet playable
by all levels

eComplete day/night
practice & range facility

e\isit The Edge Bar &
Grill for great meals and
daily specials

PLUS...a program for
everyone!

SAVE on every round
with the Edge PLUS Pass
UNLIMITED twilight golf
and range with the Edge
Practice Club.

Much MORE!

All information in this directory is provided by participating courses. GOLFChicago is not responsible or liable for errors or incorrect information.

A

Whisper Creek Golf
Course

847-515-7680

12840 Del Webb
Boulevard

Huntley,|L 60142
www.whispercreekgolf.com

Luxury Golf at a Whisper
of a Price!

Whisper Creek Golf
Club is a fair test for a
gamut of golfers. From
beginners to scratch
golfers, anyone who
appreciates a day on the
course will come away
feeling rewarded by a
round at Whisper Creek.
¢ Meticulously maintained
course conditions
® 7,000+ yards from the
tips; yet playable by all
levels
e 5-star experience and
service with a smile
® 20 minutes west of
Schaumburg — an
easy commute from
anywhere in the
Chicago area.

PLUS...a program for
everyone!

SAVE on every round
with the Whisper
Rewards PLUS program
UNLIMITED twilight golf
and range with the PDP
card.

Annual Memberships and
MORE!

Map © Copyright 2012 GOLFChicago Magazine. All rights reserved.
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RECREATION CENTER

White Mountain Golf
Park

708-478-4653

9901 179th Street

Tinley Park,IL 60477
whitemountaingolfpark.com

Learn. Practice. Play.

¢ Executive course
offering 9 holes of
competitive golf:
surprising terrain and
sloping greens make
this layout fun for
anyone — whether
you're an experienced
professional or a
beginner

¢ Practice Range with 35
artificial hitting stations,
over 13,000 square feet
of grass hitting stations,
and heated, covered
stalls

e Mini Golf park offering
18 holes, including
water features,
elevation changes, and
playful layouts

¢ Professional instruction
for all levels and abilities

e Fully stocked golf shop
featuring the latest in
golf apparel, equipment,
and accessories

e Party room perfect for
events, fundraisers and
more!

PLUS...earn FREE
stuff with the Playback
Rewards program — join
TODAY!

Arrowhead
630-653-5800
26 W. 151 Butterfield Rd
Wheaton, IL 60189
www.arrowheadgolfclub.org
Par 71
27 Hole Golf Course
South/East 72/132
Yardage: 6734
South/West 72/132
Yardage: 6692
West/East 72/131
Yardage: 6637
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes
Restaurant/Bar: Yes

Blackberry Oaks

630-553-7170
Bristol

Bonnie Brook GC

847-360-4735

2800 N. Lewis Ave.
Waukegan, IL 60087
www.waukegangolf.org

Boughton Ridge

630-739-4100
Bolingbrook

Bridges of Poplar Creek

Country Club

The Grill at Poplar Creek:
847-781-3664

Banquet: 847-884-0219

Tee Times: 847-781-3681

Driving Range:
847-781-3653

Fax: 847-310-3621

1400 Poplar Creek Drive

Hoffman Estates, IL 60169

www.poplarcreekcc.com

Bristol Oaks Golf Club
262-857-2302

16801 75th St.

Bristol, WI 53104
www.bristoloaks.com

The Bull

800-5THEBULL
Sheyboygan Mays, WI

Coyote Run Golf Course
708-957-8700

800 Kedzie

Flossmoor IL 60422
www.coyoterungolf.com
Par 71

Yardage: 6,478
Weekday: $50 w/cart
Weekend: $60 w/cart
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes, $31 w/
cart, Mon.-Thu. only
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes
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Eaglewood Resort

and Spa

630-773-3510

1401 Nordic Rd.

Itasca, IL. 60143

www.eaglewoodresort.com

Par 72

Yardage 6,015 - 5,410 yds.

Weekday: $39.00 w/cart
(Spring Rate)

Weekend: $45.00 w/cart
(Spring Rate)

Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes

Twilight Rates: Yes

Banquets/Outings: Yes

The First Tee of Aurora
& Fox Valley
630-499-0680

1001 Hill Avenue

Aurora, IL 60505
www.thefirstteeaurora.org

The First Tee of
Greater Chicago

773-885-8258

2901 W. Lake Avenue, Suite A
Glenview, IL 60025
www.thefirstteegreaterchicago.
org

Flagg Creek Golf Course

708-246-3336

6939 S. Wolf Road
Countryside, IL 60525
www.flaggcreekgolfcourse.org
Par 33

Yardage: 2493 - 1865
Weekday: $18 (res. rate)
Weekend: $20 (res. rate)
Cart Fee: $16

Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes

Glenview National 9
Golf Club

847 657-1637

2800 West Lake Avenue

Glenview, IL 60026

www.golfglenview.com

glenviewnational9@
glenviewparks.org

9 holes

2,000 yards

Par 31

Green Fees (per 9 holes)

Mon - Thu: $16

Fri — Sun/Holidays: $18

Juniors play free* Mon -

Thu when accompanied by a

paid adult.

*Up to three juniors
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Grand Geneva Resort
and Spa

262-248-8811

Lake Geneva, WI 53147

Green Meadows
Golf Club

630-810-5330
18 W 201 West 63rd Street
Westmont, IL 60559
www.DuPageGolf.com
Par 30
Yardage: 1,888 - 1,545 yds.
Weekday:

$14 walk / $22 ride
Weekend:

$16 walk / $24 ride
*Frequent specials on

course website
Discount Program: Yes
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: No
Banquets/Outings: No

Hamilton County Golf
Indiana’s Premier Golf
Destination!

Home of the 2012 BMW
Championship

September 3-9 at Crooked
Stick Golf Club
www.indianaspremiergolf.com

Indian Oaks Country Club

815-824-2282
Shabbona, IL

9 Holes

3,379 yards
www.indianoakscc.com

Kids Golf Foundation
of lllinois

Golf Changes Kids' Lives
630-466-0913

P.O. Box 610

Sugar Grove, IL 60554
www.kidsgolffoundation.org
info@kidsgolffoundation.org

Links & Tees Golf Facility

630-458-2660

Addison, IL

Recognized in 2011 by Golf
Range Magazine as one of
the top 100 learning facilities
in North America.
www.addisonparks.org

Course Managers:

Maple Meadows
Golf Club

630-616-8424

272 Addison Rd.

Wood Dale, IL 60191

www.DuPageGolf.com

West 18 - Par 70

Yardage: 6,438 - 5,339 yds.

Weekday: $27 walk / $44

ride

Weekend: $35 walk / $52

ride

*Frequent specials on
course website

East 9 — Par 34

Yardage: 2,815 - 2,427 yds.

Rate: $14 walk / $23 ride

Discount Program: Yes

Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes

Twilight Rates: Yes

Banquets/Outings: Yes

Martin Design
Partnership, Ltd.

Golf Course Architecture
and Design
630-482-2532

335 N. River Street
Suite 201

Batavia, IL 60510
www.mdpltd.com

Naperbrook Golf Course

630-378-4215

22204 W. Hassert Boulevard
Plainfield, IL 60585
www.naperbrookgolfcourse.org
Par 72

Yardage: 6677

Weekday: $38

Weekend: $48

Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes

Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes

Oak Brook Golf Club

630-368-6400

2606 York Road

Oak Brook, IL 60523
www.oak-brook.org/recreation
Par 72

Yardage 6541 - 5341 yds
Weekday: $65.00 w/cart
Weekend: $69.00 w/cart
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes

For inclusion in this directory, or to update your
listing, please call 815.741.8005 or email us at
dweretka@golfchicagomagazine.com.

Oak Meadows Golf Club

630-595-0071
900 N. Wood Dale Road
Addison, IL 60101
www.DuPageGolf.com
Par 71
Yardage: 6,718 - 5,628 yds.
Weekday: $32 walk / $49 ride
Weekend:
$40 walk / $57 ride
*Frequent specials on
course website
Discount Program: Yes
Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes
Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: No

SentryWorld

866-479-6753
Stevens Point, WI
18 holes

Par 72

6,951 yards
www.sentryworld.com

Shepherd’s Crook
847-872-2080

351 N. Green Bay Rd.
Zion, IL 60099
www.shepherdscrook.org

Shiloh Park

847-746-5500

23rd and Bethesda Blvd.
Zion, 1L 60099
www.shilohparkgolf.com

Springbrook Golf Course
630-848-5060

2220 W. 83rd Street
Naperville, IL 60564
www.springbrookgolfcourse.org
Par 72

Yardage: 6,896

Weekday: $40.00
Weekend: $50.00

Jr./Sr. Rates: Yes

Twilight Rates: Yes
Banquets/Outings: Yes

Village Greens

630-985-3610
Woodridge

Western Golf Association
/ Evans Scholars
Foundation
www.westerngolfassociation.
com

White Pines Dome

630-776-0304, ext. 5
Bensenville, IL
www.whitepinesdome.com

Zigfield Troy Par 3
630-985-9860

1535 W. 75th Street
Woodridge, IL 60517

supporT Wounded Warrior Project

At Over 100 Courses Nationwide

Play for a Chance to Win:
A Trip to PGA Championship, Custom Nike Golf Clubs, & More

ke Register at worldslargestgolfouting.com

A minimum of %5 per registration will support Wounded Warrior Project™ — a nonprofit organization

'NIKEGOLF &

August 13th

Registration

August 14th

Whisper Creek Golf Club “m

August 15th
Orchard Valley Golf Course

Chick Evans Golf Course $44 1pm
Highland Woods Golf Course $45 2pm
River Oaks Golf Course $45 1pm
George Dunne National Golf Course $49 2pm
Indian Boundary Golf Course $49 2pm

Registration

Registration

$65

Time

Time
1:30pm

whose mission is to honor and empower wounded warriors.

UNDER ARMOUR

Sponsored by

Q)oepsi

LRIDGESTONE

WOUNDED WARRIOR
PROJECT

wiks

CRYSIALTIREE

Lol and Country Cluk

AN ELEGANT ESCAPE
Membership has never been more affordable

. Robert Trent Jones Jr, Signature Golf Course provides an amazing challange every round

. Fun family Pool and Tennis Complex that features Har-tru Clay Tennis Courts

. Dutstanding Cuisine and a year-round calendar of events for the entire family
Crystal Tree Golf and Cowntry Club - 10700 W 153nd Street, Ovland Park, Wlinois 60462

For more inforrmation vist our web site: crystaltresct ong or contact our membership director Carl Cutineba a1 708,403 3000
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Coming to Roost in Bolingbrook

The Nest Bar & Grill
Bolingbrook Golf Club
lower level

2001 Rodeo Drive
Bolingbrook, IL 60490
6307719400

Open 7am to 11pm

elcome to the inaugural column of

Golf Nosh. In this and future issues,
we will be visiting and reviewing dining
establishments around the Chicagoland
area, most with a golf tie-in. There will be a
particular emphasis on restaurants associated
with golf courses, to help you know what
food and beverages are available when you
wander from your home turf.

The Nest is the in-house food-service
operation at Bolingbrook Golf Club. The
unusual name is related to the presidential/
eagle theme featured throughout the club,

the large bronze eagle sculpture promi-
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nently seen behind the bar, and a similarly
named restaurant in Palm Springs which is
a favorite of long-term Bolingbrook mayor
Roger Claar.

The Nest is located on the lower level of
the clubhouse (important to know on your
first visit), and looks out at the 1st and 10th
tees, as well as the clock tower. The room
itself is warm and inviting, with plenty of
dark wood and fieldstone. My wife and I
opted to dine on the patio, since we were
there on one of the few nights this summer
that was nice enough to go al fresco.

We were placed in the capable hands of
our server Gloria, who was pleasant and
attentive, without being obtrusive. We
started with Buffalo-style Breaded Calamari
[$10.95], fried calamari rings served with
blue cheese dressing and lemon. They were
a bright orange color, and only moderately
spicy if you went easy on the hot sauce. My
wife liked that they were “not too bready,” but

I felt they could have been a bit crisper. We
also tried the Southwest Eggrolls [$10.95],
crispy eggrolls filled with chicken, cheese,
beans, and southwest spices over house-made
black bean relish with ranch dressing. This
was a tasty twist on an old menu standby.

Next came the Tortilla Soup [$3.95], the
house specialty. This thick, red soup is house-
made, not too spicy (although I'm not afraid
of plenty of spice), vegan, and thoroughly
delicious. The wife had the serviceable House
Salad [$3.95].

For the entree, I selected the Grilled
Mahi Mahi [$17.95], an eight-ounce filet
served with mango salsa. The fish was per-
fectly grilled, but proved to be rather too
mild following our zippy starters, an error
entirely my own. I paired it with Garlic
Mashed Potatoes [$2.95], a generous portion
of yukon gold potatoes, but with no discern-
ible garlic. The wife chose more wisely with
her Cajun Scallops [$17.95]. These yummy
large sea scallops were dusted with cajun
spices and served over sautéed spinach. She
also selected the Au-gratin Potatoes [$3.95],
a heaping pile of hash browns smothered in
cheese and butter. Tasty and satisfying. (The
soup, salad, and sides were included in the
entree price.)

Our wine was the Pine Ridge Chenin
Blanc/ Viognier [$36] from California. This
easy-drinking white features tropical and
fruity flavors of citrus, apple, and peach, with
justa hint of sweetness. It paired wonderfully
with our seafood.

Chef Brad Elston has been in charge of
the cuisine at Bolingbrook GC since its open-
ing in 2002, an unusual longevity which no
doubt contributes to the quality here.

In addition to our substantial fare, The
Nest also offers salads, sliders, burgers, sand-
wiches, pasta, pizza, and, of course, steaks
and desserts. Breakfast is served every day
in season and on Saturdays and Sundays year
round. A fish fry is offered during Lent, there
are special menus for major holidays, and the
clubhouse is a favorite for wedding dinners,
serving 130 events annually on average.

Fly over to The Nest next time you're in
Bolingbrook. You won’t be disappointed. i+

WITMITE RS OTRSCIEWS'
Leo McNeal

Golden Bear Meets the Golden State

ven among non-players, two names

in golf are widely recognized: Arnold
Palmer and Jack Nicklaus, aka the Golden
Bear. Nicklaus has been a wine collector for
many years, but only recently decided to
pursue the production of wines carrying his
name, although he had been urged to do so
for quite some time.

Since Nicklaus obviously knows a lot more
about golf than making fine wine, after five
years pondering and researching a possible
wine project, he decided to partner with
Terlato Wines International for support and
assistance in his wine program. The Terlato
family was a natural fit. Scion Bill Terlato is
a member and former club champion at the
Nicklaus-run Bear’s Club in Jupiter, Florida,
and the Terlato empire includes extensive
vineyard holdings in northern California.
Nicklaus was particulary impressed by
the Terlato-owned Chimney Rock and
Rutherford Hill wineries in the heart of Napa
Valley during an early visit as the joint ven-
ture was being established.

Nicklaus selected from barrel the wines for

his signature label. They are crafted by the
Terlato winemaking team, with day-to-day
winemaking being handled by Marisa Taylor-
Huffaker. The fruit is sourced primarily from
vineyards in the famous Rutherford and Stags
Leap District appellations of Napa.
2011 Private Reserve White $35
This proprietary white blend is “based on
sauvignon blanc,” with no further infor-
mation available. It was barrel fermented,
with a portion of the wine in French oak,
and the balance fermented in stainless
steel barriques.

It is pale gold, bordering on colotless. The
nose features stone fruit, particularly peach,
and green apple. The taste is surprisingly deli-
cate, with a hint of grapefruit. The mouthfeel
is nicely textured.

With only 541 cases made, distribution is
limited, and, frankly, the price reflects exclu-
sivity more than taste.

Pair this up with Clams Steamed in
Sauvignon Blanc with Apples, Shallots, and
Chervil, or Linguine with Halibut, Tomato-
Basil Purée, Squash, and Gatlic.

2009 Cabernet Sauvignon $46
This cabernet shows garnet in the glass, with
a somewhat lighter density than one might
expect. The nose features red fruit (i.e .cherry
and raspberry), with hints of dark chocolate.
The taste follows through with sugges-
tions of dark stone fruit, toasted spices, and
cedar, although the fruit is rather recessive.
The flavor is balanced by well-structured tan-
nins which deliver a medium finish. If you
normally prefer merlot, I suggest you give this
medium-bodied cabernet sauvignon a try.
Serve this wine with Pizza with Pesto,
Tomatoes, and Fresh Mozzarella, Grilled Pork
Tenderloin with Merlot and Molasses, or Fried
Chicken with Buttermilk and Cornmeal Crust.
Do you have questions, comments, or
suggestions? Feel free to drop me an email
at leo849@mchsi.com. -

Gin Mill

Martin Miller is an English multi-millionaire, entrepreneur,
connoisseur, and self-described enthusiast of “leggy women, ciga-
rettes, and gin.” The restless Miller built his fortune on guides
to antiques, investing, and real estate ventures.

In 1999, he decided to expand into spirits. At the time,
premium vodkas were being introduced at a prolific
rate, while gin languished. Determined to recitify that,
Miller introduced the eponymous Martin Miller’s Gin.

Miller’s is batch distilled, like malt whiskey, in a
100-year-old still named Angela. The recipe features
the requisite juniper, plus lemon, lime, and Seville
orange peel, coriander, licorice, cinnamon, cassia, and
nutmeg. After distillation, the cask-strength spirit is
shipped to Iceland, where it is cut with water from the
local glaciers.

The Miller’s Gin flavor profile is in the traditional
English style. First comes the green pine of the juniper, i
quickly followed by the citrus component. The finish
is smooth, with just a hint of the sweetness found in
superior gins.

Miller’s is offered as an 80 proof bottling for $30,
aswell asa 90.4 proof “Westbourne Strength” for $35.
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Jim Owczarski on the PGA Tour

One of the reasons
for the lack of free
time—and why he’s
just as busy this year
despite the lack of
tournament play—is
that all the work he
has put in as the
University of lllinois’
head mens golf

coach is paying off.

No Small Feat for

Illini Coach

n paper, 2012 has been one of Mike Small’s more

laid back summers. After playing 12 times on the
PGA Tour the last two summers, Small only has one on
the schedule this year—the PGA Championship August
9-12 at The Ocean Course on the Kiawah Island Golf
Resort in South Carolina. It will mark Small’s eighth PGA
Championship and 11th major appearance overall.

“That’s a big deal to usand that’s our major,” Small said
of the PGA Championship. “It’s fun to go there and play
with the best. The first goal is to make the cut and then
it’s to finish as high as I can. I'd like to have a good, solid
tournament and being low club professional is a big deal.”

The schedule break, at least playing-wise, came because
Small finished fourth in the PGA Professional National
Championship at the Bayonet and Black Horse Golf
Courses in Seaside, California, on June 24-27. The last
two years, Small won the championship to earn exemp-
tions into PGA Tour stops.

“I'm not playing as much,” he said. “I'm going to scale
back alittle bit. I need to slow down and work on my game
a lictle bit. I haven't really practiced my game or worked
on it the last couple years.”

One of the reasons for the lack of free time—and why
he’s just as busy this year despite the lack of tournament
play—is that all the work he has put in as the University
of Illinois’ head mens golf coach is paying off. The Illini
have now won four consecutive Big Ten championships,
and Small has coached NCAA individual champions in
Scott Langley (2010) and Thomas Pieters (2012), as well
as 2012 Big Ten Player of the Year Luke Guthrie. Illinois
is also one of just six programs to advance to the NCAA
Championships for five straight years, including a fifth
place finish in 2011.

It’s been quite a climb since he took over the program
in 2000, and he’s found staying at the top of the college
game has had its share of challenges as he’s had to go head-
to-head with the nation’s premier Southern and Western
schools for players, while maintaining alevel of excellence
in conference.

“I don’t know if it’s harder—it’s more stressful. There
are expectations now,” Small said. “What that shows is
we're building a program and not just good teams. The
goals we made 10 years ago have come through the last
four or five [years].

“You want to compete against those teams and you want
to recruit with them, but you can’t lose perspective or sight
of what got you there either, and we recruit Midwestern
kids that work at it. To go after the top kids in California or
Florida is difficult. Even though we've had success, there’sa
perception of golf in the north that we're trying to break.”
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Outside of the PPNC, the only other major tourna-
ment Small participated in was the Illinois Open, which
returned to The Glen Club July 16-18 after a four-year
stint at Hawthorn Woods Country Club. It was a home-
coming of sorts for Small, who won all four of his Illinois
Opens titles at the Tom Fazio designed layout. After an
opening round 69, Small struggled over his last two
rounds with scores of 73 and 75 to tie for 26th.

“Disappointing. That’s my worst finish ever in that
thing,” he said. “T've been competitive most of the time
but the last couple times I haven’t been, which has been
disappointing. I need to come back and regroup and get

back during the PGA.”

From the U.S. Women’s Open

Illinois was represented in early July by amateur Ashley
Armstrong, a University of Notre Dame sophomore
from Flossmoor, and LPGA Tour rookie Jane Rah. Both
golfers missed the cut, but the homecoming for Rah
was memorable.

Rah, an Aurora native who moved to California at
the age of 10, drove up from the Walmart NW Arkansas
Championship in Rogers, Arkansas, with her mother. The
pair swung up I-94 and stopped by the JoongBoo Market
in Chicago for some authentic Korean food before making
their way to Blackwolf Run in Kohler, Wisconsin, for her
second U.S. Open.

The 21-year-old then had an unexpected guest join
her during a practice round—world No. 1 Yani Tseng.
The affable Tseng then floored Rah with a memory from
seven years ago: She remembered playing with Rah in
an amateur tournament—the Arizona Silver Belle Golf
Championship.

“We're standing on 17 tee and we're just talking and
she’s like yeah, I remember you,” Rah said with a smile. “I
was like how do you remember me? She said she didn’t play
many events in the States before turning pro. I was shocked.
I totally remembered but I had no idea she remembered.”

Rah missed the cut, shooting 80 and 88, but she was
able to get an up-close look at how the world’s best player
prepared for a major championship.

“It was shocking to just see the frenzy that followed
her,” Rah said. “Then we had Annika Sorenstam come
up on a couple holes and I was like “This is what it’s like.
It was good to see up close and that’s definitely the posi-
tion I would love to be in one day. I'm glad I got to play
with her. It does help that she’s a longer hitter so she does
play a different golf course than me, but the confidence
in herself—not cocky, but she knows she can do it—that’s
definitely what [ would like to do.” -

Please Drink Responsibly. Glenmorangie Single Malt Scotch Whisky
43% Alc./Vol., ©2011 Moét Hennessy USA, Inc., New York, Ne

GLENMORANGIE

CINGLE MALT SCOTCH WHISKY
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Taste our whisky and the question

hecomes rhetorical,

Unnecessarily

Well Made

www.glenmorangie.com
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GOLF

presents

MAJOR MONDAYS

with

Scramble your way toward major prizes and major fun!

Come out for a day of golf, fun, and prizes. 18-hole, four-man scramble format.
Includes: golf, cart, practice area, box lunch, contests, prizes, and Golfsmith gift cards.

There will be several on-course competitions,
and sample pours of Moet Hennessy Brand spirits.

Prizes include: TaylorMade Clubs, Sun Mountain Stand Bag,
Greg Norman Eyewear, and Branson Golf Package Giveaway.

Monday, October 1st at Arrowhead Golf Club in Wheaton

Go to www.golfchicagomagazine.com to find out more and sign up.
Space is limited, so don’t delay!

Golfsmith golfﬁc GLENMORANGIE

SINGLE MALT SCOTCH WHISKY

SUN MOUMNTAIN
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